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June 22, 2010 

dear Arts Education Advocate:

thank you for your interest in advocating for arts education in the state of Michigan.

this toolkit was developed following months of planning, research and, most importantly, discussions with 

teachers and advocates from around the state, to determine what would serve as the best resource to inform, 

equip, engage and inspire arts education advocates to action. 

the need for a toolkit statewide was evident, as many districts have witnessed the threat of, or experienced, 

programmatic cuts or teacher layoffs impacting the provision of visual and musical arts classes, programs in 

theater, dance, and the integrated presence of the arts throughout the academic curriculum. While budgetary 

reductions in education are not isolated within the arts, the significant challenges facing school districts today 

make it increasingly difficult to retain support for the arts as part of a well-rounded educational experience. 

Artserve seeks to ensure that every school district in the state offers high quality arts education opportunities 

for our students and the future leaders of tomorrow.

it was clear from our discussions with educators, arts education associations, nonprofit organizations and 

parents that there is a general lack of understanding of how to promote the importance of arts education 

in good times and the need for help in opposing cuts to arts education during times of crisis. individuals 

supporting arts education, like the parent concerned that their child’s drama program will be eliminated, need 

a clear and simple action plan and guidance to learn how to effectively work with others to promote arts 

education and build support for continued investment in arts education in their school districts.

Artserve Michigan’s Arts education toolkit is a resource to help you effectively take action on arts education 

issues at the national, state and, most importantly, local level. it contains information, guidance and resources 

applicable to the dynamics in Michigan combined with information provided in the model Arts education 

Advocacy toolkit developed by the Kennedy center Alliance for Arts education network in 2009. We hope that 

this resource will be helpful to you in gaining the knowledge, skills and confidence needed to work with others 

to urge awareness and support for arts education in Michigan schools.

remember, effective arts education advocacy hinges on each of us to continuously providing information about 

the impact of arts education on student achievement and success to parents, legislators, school officials, and the 

public. it’s up to you to take an active role in preserving arts education in your schools!

As always, please feel free to call or email Mike Latvis, Artserve Michigan’s Director of Public Policy at  

248-379-5897 or mike@artservemichigan.org. Don’t forget to stay in the know by signing up for Artserve’s 

Public Policy e-Alerts at http://capwiz.com/artsusa/mi/mlm/signup.

sincerely,

Jennifer H. Goulet    Mike latvis
President     Director of Public Policy

Made possible by The John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts and the Kennedy Center National 

Partnerships Program.
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Arts education continues to face serious challenges. 

Despite model programs, studies, and research that 

demonstrate the value of arts learning, national  

education policies and budget constraints continue to 

put arts education programs at risk of being reduced 

or eliminated.

Although the arts were named as a core academic 

subject in 2001 (The Elementary and Secondary 

Education Act, No Child Left Behind), the center for 

education Policy reported in 2006 that 22 percent of 

school districts surveyed had reduced instructional 

time for the arts to make more time for math and 

reading — the subjects that are tested. Keeping the 

arts in the school day is one of today’s critical  

advocacy challenges.

As school systems across the country face funding 

challenges and budget cuts, arts education programs 

are among the first to be threatened or eliminated. 

Many schools are forced to choose among a music 

teacher, visual arts teacher, librarian, guidance  

counselor, or nurse on staff. Many districts resort to 

asking communities to pass levies to help ease the 

financial burdens they face. Finding funding for arts 

education programs is another critical advocacy issue.

At the same time that school districts are reducing or 

eliminating arts education programs, a December 

2007 national poll of American voters indicated that 

80 percent of the respondents felt it was important or 

extremely important for schools to develop students’ 

imagination, innovation, and creative skills. in addition, 

88 percent said the arts were essential for doing so 

and were a sound educational investment (see full 

report at www.theimaginenation.net).

Despite these challenges, successful arts education 

programs are thriving in some communities across 

the country. Where arts programs thrive, students are 

learning in the arts with high engagement, expressing 

ideas in a variety of arts languages, and engaging in 

creative and reflective work. We also see students 

learning through the arts — meeting objectives in 

both an art form and another subject area and con-

structing and demonstrating understanding in highly 

creative and personal ways. But quality arts programs 

don’t thrive on their own. One of the keys to their 

success has been the active involvement of arts 

advocates with a powerful and strategic message.

What does it mean to be an arts education advocate? 

According to the Merriam Webster Dictionary, an  

“advocate” is “one that pleads the cause of another; 

one that supports or promotes the interests of  

another.” Arts education advocacy pleads the cause 

for young people across the nation to have the  

opportunity to learn in and through the arts.

Arts education advocates know that the only way 

even strong arts learning programs can survive is 

when advocates actively promote their cause.  

Advocates help make the programs’ value and impact 

understood and supported by all stakeholders —  

from parents, to community leaders, to school district 

administrators, to state legislators, federal policy- 

makers, and others.

Why Advocacy Matters: A snapshot of today’s 
challenges for Arts education — the national Perspective
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Now more than ever,  
the challenges facing arts  
education must be met. Arts  
education advocates who work at 
the community, state, and national  
levels must act to promote the 
value of arts learning for  
all young people.



5

As Michigan’s economy has worsened, so too has 

the funding model that was set in place for public 

education over a decade ago. established in 1994, the 

new model included raising the state’s sales tax rate 

from 4% to 6%, reducing the personal income tax rate 

from 4.6% to 4.4%, and creating a state education 

property tax of 6 mills (assessed valuation) on  

residential and agricultural property and 18 mills on 

non-homestead property.

however, the model assumes that the state’s high 

levels of sales and income tax revenue and once 

soaring property values will continue at levels  

generated prior to the growing economic downturn 

Michigan has experienced over the past several years, 

which culminated in the nationwide financial melt-

down in the fall of 2008 and continues today. this 

formula no longer works when the tax base of the 

entire state is outdated and has decreased drastically.  

As a result, school districts face ongoing multi-million 

dollar deficits after absorbing cuts of at least $292 in 

per pupil funding for the 2010 school year. the cuts 

were greater for the 39 more affluent districts in the 

state who traditionally received additional funds due 

to the higher amounts of property taxes their citizens 

contribute compared to other districts throughout the 

state. the state education budget cuts have forced 

school districts to make challenging decisions as 

they face decreasing funding that requires them 

to eliminate programs and reduce teaching and 

administrative staff. 

While many school districts have fought to continue 

to provide high quality arts education programming, 

others consider the arts to be a luxury when districts 

are facing unprecedented deficits requiring wide-

spread cuts in academic and extracurricular programs, 

staffing and operations. such districts need advocates 

to impress upon them the value of integrating the arts 

into the curriculum and the abilities to shape young 

minds to think creatively impacting all facets of 

academic study.

Years of research clearly demonstrate that an  

education in the arts can spark intelligence, boost 

academic achievement, assist in the development of 

workplace skills, promote discipline and good citizen-

ship and enhance one’s self-esteem and tolerance for 

others. For children to develop their abilities and 

realize their fullest potential, they need to be exposed 

to many ways of knowing their world and expressing 

their thoughts. if the artistic side of their education is 

neglected or ignored in school instruction, then a 

primary growth opportunity is missed.

Why Advocacy Matters: A snapshot of today’s 
challenges for Arts education — the Michigan Perspective

We must act,  
we must educate, we  

must be willing to speak 
up for what we believe 

to be important



however, while the importance of a high quality, 

well-rounded education inclusive of the arts is well-

documented, we can no longer simply think that 

distributing talking points is enough to make the case 

for the value of arts education. We must act, we must 

educate, we must be willing to speak up for what  

we believe to be important, and we must organize  

others to get involved. there must be an active arts 

education network in each school district advocating 

in support of arts education programming.

in addition to advocacy at the local level, there must 

be a strategic and determined campaign to enact arts 

education policy in the state of Michigan. recognizing 

this need, Artserve joined with the Michigan Youth 

Arts Association, interlochen center for the Arts  

and the Michigan council for Arts and cultural Affairs, 

in consultation with the Michigan Department of 

education, to form the Michigan Youth Arts Leader-

ship roundtable. Partnering with the statewide arts 

education associations, we have developed 

an Arts education Policy Agenda, highlighted 

on page 19, that outlines our shared policy goals 

for today and into the future.

While Artserve continues to work with its partners to 

advance arts education policy throughout the state, it 

is up to you to ensure that the arts are included in our 

student’s education. remember, at the end of the day, 

results require action.

Proactive advocacy is the most important step in 

achieving our goal of retaining arts education. We 

cannot expect our elected officials to understand the 

vital importance of arts education if we do not 

communicate the message to them. the following are 

easy ways in which you can stay ahead of the game 

by staying informed, educating elected officials and 

organizing a network of support before a crisis strikes.

stAy inforMEd the most important first step is to 

sign up for Artserve’s Public Policy email Alerts. not 

only does this keep you informed on the latest arts, 

culture and arts education policy updates and action 

alerts, but it will also include you in the Arts education 

Action network which will be discussed in 

the following section. Artserve strives to 

maximize the use of e-alerts to share 

important calls to action or updates 

and to minimize the frequency of 

communications in recognition of 

the value of your time and attention.

Proactive and reactive Advocacy: 
What can i Do to Prevent cuts?

kEEP us inforMEd to be most effective with our 

advocacy efforts and messaging, we need to know 

what is happening in your school district. Whether 

your district is considering widespread budget  

cuts impacting arts programs, proposes to keep 

programming at current levels, or there are rumors  

of pending cuts impacting arts education, we need  

to hear from you! send a brief or detailed email  

to Mike Latvis, Director of Public Policy at  

mike@artservemichigan.org to ensure that Artserve 

stays informed and can assist you in your advocacy 

efforts and help keep fellow advocates updated. 

coMMunicAtE tHE issuE the best way to prevent a 

cut to your district or school arts education programs 

is to communicate why you think these 

programs are essential with your district and 

school administrators, parent teacher 

association and the school board. A 

simple email, letter or phone call to 

each of the above detailing the value of 

educating the ‘whole child,’ as well as why 
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arts education is important to you, can be effective  

in changing the course of action. remember, it isn’t 

always the data or dollar figures that can sway a 

decision. sometimes, it’s a compelling story for how  

a certain program impacts a child’s education and 

future outlook.

find tHE riGHt PEoPlE the best way to find the 

appropriate contact information for the decision 

makers in your area is to do a little research. take a 

minute to search the school district’s website, or call 

the district administrative office, to obtain the most 

up-to-date information. if you need help finding the 

right people to contact, don’t hesitate to contact 

Artserve for assistance. 

GEt involvEd consider regularly attending school 

board meetings where you can speak about the 

importance of arts education during the meeting, and 

make opportunities to speak with school board 

officials and staff before or after the meeting. if you 

cannot attend a meeting, visit the district’s website to 

view the board’s agenda and let others know when 

arts issues are being considered. Another good 

approach is to get involved in your parent teacher 

association or school council, fostering relationships 

with those who lead the group or offering to help with 

its activities. 

dElivErinG tHE riGHt MEssAGE We have 

prepared a draft letter that you can use to send to the 

decision makers in your area. simply insert your 

contact information, as well as your story detailing 

why a quality arts education is important to you, and 

send. Feel free to use our suggestions or use your 

own words to communicate how arts education 

affects your child, city or town, or workplace.

don’t GivE uP!

Proactive and reactive Advocacy: 
What can i Do to Prevent cuts?

Remember, it isn’t 
always the data or dollar 
figures that can sway a 
decision. Sometimes, it’s 
a compelling story...



June 3, 2010

honorable Joe smith  

President, city of tomorrow school Board  

1 clover court Wixom, Mi 48393

Dear school Board President smith:

i would like to take this opportunity to inform you of my support for providing a quality arts education for [our 

students, my child, etc.] in the [enter school district or school].

As a voter and [parent, teacher, student, concerned citizen] i strongly believe that a quality arts education 

curriculum, combined with the other core subject areas will best prepare our children for the future. As we 

continue to take steps to revitalize Michigan’s economy, it is crucial that we are able to offer the best education 

that will equip students with the creative skills that will help fuel innovation in today’s competitive and evolving 

workforce.

[If possible, include a story as to why arts education is important to you.]

i bring to your attention comments made in August of 2009 by Arne Duncan, the United states secretary of 

education as he issued a letter to school and education community leaders stating, “At this time when you are 

making critical and far-reaching budget and program decisions for the upcoming school year, i write to bring to 

your attention the importance of the arts as a core academic subject and part of a complete education for all 

students. the elementary and secondary education Act (eseA) defines the arts as a core subject, and the arts 

play a significant role in children’s development and learning process...”

he went on to say that after receiving the 2008 national Assessment of educational Progress (nAeP) in the Arts 

results for music and visual arts, “i was reminded of the important role that arts education plays in providing 

American students with a well-rounded education. the arts can help students become tenacious, team-oriented 

problem solvers who are confident and able to think creatively. these qualities can be especially important in 

improving learning among students from economically disadvantaged circumstances.”

While you may be forced to consider budget and program reductions in the coming months, i’d like for you to 

keep in mind the words of secretary Duncan and consider the consequences of not providing a quality arts 

education to Michigan’s future workforce.

i thank you for your time and would welcome the opportunity to speak with you regarding the importance of 

arts education as well as any questions or comments that you may have.

sincerely,

[Your signature]

Proactive and reactive Advocacy:  
Draft Letter of support

8



9

the most effective way to influence your elected 

officials, or to make them aware of an issue is to 

contact them directly, via phone or e-mail. Unless 

constituents at home are informing them of specific 

issues, it is hard for elected officials to know 

everything that is happening. Most legislators ask 

their constituents to inform them of issues in the 

district whether it is something that positively or 

adversely affects you. As an advocate, it is your job to 

let your elected officials know which issues affect you.

First, you need to know who to contact at each level 

of government. to find your elected officials at both 

the national and state level please go to the following 

link to fill in the spaces below so that their information 

is readily available.

elected Official Lookup: http://www.capwiz.com/

artsusa/dbq/officials/?affiliate_lookup=1 

to have the information 

readily available, 

we’ve created  

this chart:

Proactive and reactive Advocacy:  
Who Are My elected Officials?

Please feel free to  
contact ArtServe by  

phone at  248-912-0760 
 or by visiting our website at  

www.artservemichigan.org  
if you are having trouble  

finding any of your  
elected officials.

                             LOcAL Or             Dc Or LAnsing                 MAiLing 
                             nAMe                   District PhOne              PhOne                         ADDress                                eMAiL 
                           nUMBer                     nUMBer

Us 
representative 

Us 
senator 

Us 
senator 

state                            P.O. Box 30014 
representative                            Lansing, Mi 48909 
    

state                           P.O. Box 30036 
senator                            Lansing, Mi 48909 
    

school Board 
Members 

superintendent 
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When your school board is considering cuts to arts 

education programming or eliminating positions for 

arts teachers, you need to act fast to organize others 

who share your concerns in your community. Your first 

step in fighting cuts is to gather background 

information regarding the nature of the proposed 

budget cuts or issue, define the action you would like 

to take, and contact Artserve to get started. We have 

developed a system that does the organizing for you!

Arts EducAtion Action nEtWork to expand  

the power of our advocacy and help you address local 

issues rapidly, Artserve developed the Arts Education 
Action network. this service will connect YOU with 

other arts and culture supporters in your community.

the network is an alert system that is activated by its 

members and coordinated by Artserve Michigan. 

Use the Arts Education Action network when you 

would like to mobilize a group to join you in making 

your voices heard or taking a specific action, such as 

when there is an upcoming vote, hearing or meeting 

in your area.

to prompt an alert, e-mail Artserve Michigan at 

mike@artservemichigan.org with:

1.  Your name and contact information (e-mail, phone, 

fax, snail mail address) 

2.  Brief description of the issue 

3.  name of group discussing, taking up or voting on 

the issue (i.e., city council members, county 

commission, school board, chamber of commerce) 

4.  name of city, town or county affected by the issue 

5.  Meeting date/time/location 

6.  Action you are requesting of fellow advocates (i.e., 

attend, sign a petition, call or write local elected 

officials, media, etc.)

Once Artserve Michigan is notified, an email will be 

sent to subscribers of the Public Policy e- Alerts who 

live in the area identified by the requesting advocate. 

the email will contain the details provided by the 

advocate and invite readers to contact the advocate if 

they want to get involved.

reactive Advocacy:  
how to react When cuts are Announced

Use the Arts 
Education Action 

Network when you 
would like to mobilize

 a group to join you
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to ensure the privacy of all subscribers of the Public 

Policy e-Alerts, Artserve Michigan will blind carbon 

copy (Bcc) every member who would be included in 

the Local Arts Action network list. the e-mail will be 

addressed from Mike Latvis, Artserve’s Director of 

Public Policy and will contain the requester’s contact 

information in the body of the message, helping to 

preserve the security of the Arts education Action 

network for advocates and subscribers.

is tHis systEM succEssful? Artserve Michigan 

has assisted advocates with local school board issues 

in over 20 districts since the 2009 - 2010 school year 

began last fall. While some budget cuts have been 

unavoidable, we have seen success in most of the 

districts where we have become involved. And, local 

advocates are making a difference in building support 

and understanding about the impact and importance 

of arts education. Whether it takes 25 concerned 

parents contacting the school board or 200, they 

need to hear from arts education advocates like you if 

we are to be successful in ensuring that high quality 

arts education opportunities are available for all 

students in Michigan.

reactive Advocacy:  
how to react When cuts are Announced

reactive Advocacy:  
tips for Presenting to Your Local school Board

Before the Meeting

Determine the date of the school board meeting 

and the policy for public participation 

Provide a courtesy call or email to the President of 

the school Board or superintendent of schools to 

let them know that you intend to speak during the 

public participation portion of the meeting 

Prepare a list of talking points that can be covered 

in three to five minutes 

during the Meeting

Arrive on time, and if appropriate sign-in 

When it is time for public participation, walk to the 

podium with your talking points 

When welcomed, state your name and review your 

talking points with the members of the Board of 

education, not the audience 

Answer any questions asked by members of the 

Board or superintendent 

Ask for follow up by the Board President on any 

actions taken by the Board that relate to your 

concerns/ideas 

thank the Board and superintendent for their time 

and consideration of your concerns/ideas

ArtServe Michigan has  
assisted advocates with  

local school board issues  
in over 20 districts since  
the 2009 - 2010 school  

ear began last fall.
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Within conversations or testimony supporting arts 

education you will find opportunities to include your 

own story that personally connects you to the persons 

in your audience. For example, an arts education 

advocate, testifying before a district school board 

about the need to maintain the volume of high quality 

arts education opportunities for our children even 

when faced with a budget deficit might provide a 

presentation such as this one:

Good afternoon, my name is [x] and I’m a voter 

and a parent at [name] School District. My purpose 

today is to urge you to re-think the proposed cuts 

to arts education in our district. I fully understand 

the pressure put on this body to enact a balanced 

budget while facing mounting deficits due to 

events out of your control. However, we must not 

rob our children of a well- rounded education by 

getting rid of or cutting back on the programs that 

prepare their minds for the future.

I strongly believe that a quality arts education 

curriculum, combined with the other core subject 

areas will best prepare our children for the future. 

As we continue to take steps at every level to 

revitalize Michigan’s economy, it is crucial that we 

are able to produce a knowledge base that is equip 

with creative skills that will help fuel innovation in 

today’s competitive and evolving workforce.

I bring to your attention comments made in August 

of 2009 by Arne Duncan, the United States 

Secretary of Education as he issued a letter to 

school and education community leaders stating, 

“At this time when you are making critical and 

far-reaching budget and program decisions for the 

upcoming school year, I write to bring to your 

attention the importance of the arts as a core 

reactive Advocacy: 
Draft testimony to school Board  

academic subject and part of a complete education 

for all students. The Elementary and Secondary 

Education Act (ESEA) defines the arts as a core 

subject, and the arts play a significant role in 

children’s development and learning process...”

He went on to say that after receiving the2008 

National Assessment of Educational Progress 

(NAEP) in the Arts results for music and visual arts, 

“I was reminded of the important role that arts 

education plays in providing American students 

with a well-rounded education. The arts can help 

students become tenacious, team-oriented 

problem solvers who are confident and able to 

think creatively. These qualities can be especially 

important in improving learning among students 

from economically disadvantaged circumstances.”

While you may feel that arts education is a luxury 

during these dire times, I’d like for you to keep in 

mind the words of Secretary Duncan and consider 

the consequences of not providing a quality arts 

education to Michigan’s future workforce.

I thank you for your time and would welcome any 

questions or comments that you may have.

include your own  
story that personally 
connects you to the  

persons in your  
audience.
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reactive Advocacy:  
Using traditional Media and social Media Outlets

trAditionAl MEdiA Organizing locally and 

speaking with your school board members and 

district administrators are not the only ways to  

ensure that your message is heard. given the tough 

economic times, more and more media outlets are 

paying attention to how state budget cuts for 

education impact what is happening at the local 

school district level.

While there is no guarantee that the news media will 

pick up every story, when they are alerted to what is 

occurring in your community schools you are building 

your case for future coverage. the media can be a 

powerful ally in your cause as reporters can ask 

questions you suggest to those making the decisions, 

as well as potentially attracting more advocates to 

join your cause as they share the story.

Artserve’s website offers a brief list of news media 

contacts that can be easily accessed by visiting this 

webpage: http://capwiz.com/artsusa/mi/dbq/

media/?command=state_search&state=Mi

sociAl MEdiA While traditional media outlets are 

selective in the stories they cover, tapping into social 

media sites is a surefire way to get your message out 

to as many people as possible. Whether it is through 

Facebook or twitter, advocates can easily “spread the 

word” about a pressing issue to the vast network of 

each sites’ members. the best part about using social 

media tools is that the message can be spread rapidly 

by many others who agree with your cause, greatly 

magnifying your impact.

not quite sure how social media sites work and which 

one is best for you? take a look through Artserve’s 

quick guide to the different social media sites located 

in the appendix.

While traditional media  
outlets are selective in the 
stories they cover, tapping 
into social media sites is a 

surefire way to get your  
message out to as many 

people as possible.
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Making a personal phone call, sending an email, or 

writing a letter to an elected official are the most 

common forms of individual advocacy. While 

communicating with your elected officials is key to 

progressing our issues, you should not stop there. to 

be the most effective advocates, we need to become 

more involved in the day- to-day developments 

affecting arts education. getting more deeply 

engaged with key school groups and the election 

process will help us stay informed and build 

relationships that will become useful in promoting arts 

education, preventing future cuts, or responding to a 

crisis situation.

cAMPAiGns And ElEctions in 2010, Michigan 

voters have a unique opportunity to dramatically 

change the direction of our state. the primary 

election takes place on August 3, 2010 and the 

general election will be held on november 2, 2010. We 

will be electing a new governor, Lieutenant governor, 

secretary of state, Attorney general, at least 30 of 38 

newly elected state senators, and at least 53 newly 

elected state representatives. such a large change in 

leadership comes along very rarely, opening 

unprecedented possibilities for informing, influencing 

and shaping new leadership for our state.

As arts, culture and arts education advocates we need 

to get involved in these critical campaigns that will 

shape our communities for years to come. the first 

step is to become a more informed voter. Artserve 

will be providing advocates with detailed information 

about each candidate in every state senate and state 

house district prior to the August primary. Following 

the primary, we will be sending out detailed candidate 

surveys to gauge each candidate’s support for the 

arts, culture and arts education. this information will 

be posted verbatim at www.artservemichigan.org so 

you can make informed decisions as a Michigan voter 

and share the information with others.

the next step is to participate in the campaigns of 

candidates you support. Direct volunteer action 

provides you with the time to get to know the 

 
Get involved

To be the most effective  
advocates, we need to  

become more involved in  
the day- to-day developments 

affecting arts education. 
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Get involved 

candidates and more opportunities to share your 

ideas why arts education is essential to helping 

Michigan succeed now and into the future. With so 

many contests open to new leadership, this year is a 

valuable opportunity to work toward bringing more 

leaders to Lansing who understand the value of arts 

and arts education in rebuilding our state. if you have 

questions about what actions you can take in a 

political campaign as an organization, or as a private 

citizen, please contact Artserve Michigan for 

assistance. You don’t want to miss any opportunity to 

help arts supporters win elections!

scHool BoArd school boards and their elected 

members meet regularly during the year to guide the 

administration and operations, academic and 

extracurricular programs, and financial planning and 

management for the school district and are 

responsible for making decisions to protect the best 

interests of the students and their educational 

achievement. Meeting times, locations and agendas 

are required by law to be made public in advance. 

While it is not necessary to attend every meeting, you 

should visit the district’s website routinely to review 

the agenda for each meeting. the benefit to you will 

be gaining advanced knowledge about issues that 

impact the district’s students or issues important to 

you that are proposed for discussion at an upcoming 

meeting. You can then share that information with 

others, and organize others to join you in support or 

opposition of pending school board discussion items 

or actions, in advance of the meetings.

PArEnt tEAcHEr AssociAtions A majority, if not 

all, districts or schools have parent teacher 

associations or school councils that you can join. 

Becoming involved with these groups allows you to 

not only stay informed but also to build relationships 

with other parents, teachers or administrators that 

can be very useful in building support for the arts or 

responding in times of crisis. in many districts, parents 

are the most influential voices in deciding how schools 

are run, managed and operated.

To find contact information 
for your local Parent Teacher 
Association please visit  
http://www.michiganpta.org/
contactus/regional_main.html
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coalitions and networking:
Why coalitions and networking

Many find it overwhelming when they are told that 

their responsibility to build a network to fight for or 

against a local issue. take courage as you are not 

alone as an arts education advocate. Artserve 

Michigan will provide you with tools and resources 

such as the Arts education Action network to help 

you join with others who have already chosen to 

support arts education. Detailed below are steps you 

can take to reach out to people who might not 

already value arts education and organize them to 

join you. remember, it is not only the importance of 

the message being communicated - but how many 

people are communicating that message - that will 

influence elected officials.

WHy coAlitions And nEtWorkinG? A variety of 

advocacy strategies are needed depending on 

whether an issue is singular (such as convincing a 

principal to be more supportive of retaining a 

performing arts program or helping other parents 

understand the need for more resources) or  

systemic (such as academic offerings for students, 

programmatic needs and resources, or  

increasing budgets).

individuals can be effective advocates 

for singular issues. in contrast, it 

requires a network of people  

with a range of skills (such 

as the ability to conduct 

research, draft policy, 

navigate the policy-

making process, and 

assess budgets) to 

advocate for more 

complex, systemic issues.

coalitions and networking: 
extending the network

in addition to working with natural allies (such as arts 

and arts education organizations, arts educators), arts 

education advocates benefit by extending their 

networks to those in other fields with whom they 

share common interests (such as those in other 

academic content areas, health care providers, and 

advocates for incarcerated youth).

PArEnts Parents can be natural allies for our cause. 

in some communities, parents, grandparents, other 

family members, foster parents, or legal guardians are 

well organized through associations, school site 

councils or through informal social networks. these 

groups can be mobilized, highly visible, and vocal in 

promoting arts learning opportunities for young 

people. in other communities where parents are less 

formally connected, advocates must begin to 

establish networks.

Although it is unlikely  
everyone in a coalition will 

agree on every issue, you will 
find some issues that all can 
agree to act on together to 

achieve greater impact.
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coalitions and networking: 
extending the network

Quality, access, 
and equity matter 
to parents. 

Quality, access, and equity matter to parents. they are 

deeply invested in their children’s success and care 

about the quality of education their children receive. 

Parents want their children to have access to every 

opportunity to learn and to advance in school, work, 

and life. no parents want to feel that their child has 

less access to opportunities or is receiving a lower 

quality education than other children. By extending 

the network to parents, the voice for arts education  

is strengthened.

studEnts Although we often tap students to 

perform or display evidence of their arts learning, we 

sometimes overlook them as constituents to be 

cultivated as part of arts education advocacy efforts. 

Any student enrolled in school—elementary, middle, 

high school, alternative school, ipublic, private, 

charter, virtual or home school, college or university—

is a potential ally in advancing arts learning.

students’ first-hand knowledge about what is 

happening in their schools and communities makes 

them excellent advocates. they know how the arts 

positively impact the school environment. they  

know what resources and program improvements  

are needed.

As you think about ways to approach students to 

extend your network of allies, you can build on their 

desire to be part of a group and their interest in 

connecting with like-minded peers. Many students are 

members of formal and informal associations and 

networks and are increasingly well connected to each 

other via the internet, social networking sites, and 

other media.
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BusinEss And coMMunity lEAdErs Business and 

community leaders are influential people within the 

community who wield power and have access to 

valuable resources. When advocates identify business 

and community leaders who might join arts education 

advocacy efforts, they can cast a wide net across 

many sectors—health, human, and social services; 

commerce, tourism and real estate; business and 

community development; government, law 

enforcement, parks and recreation; 

and cultural, philanthropic 

and religious 

organizations. Business 

and community 

leaders are 

usually highly 

visible 

spokespeople 

actively involved in 

shaping public opinion. 

Many have roots deep in the 

community and can tap into large 

existing networks, such as rotary clubs, chambers of 

commerce, associations, employee groups, corporate 

foundations, and unions. this is a wide-ranging group; 

they have a vested interest in the growth and well-

being of the community and as a result, share a 

concern about young people and education. the goal 

is to engage business and community leaders in using 

their positions to influence decision-makers and 

become spokespeople and advocates for learning in 

and through the arts.

coalitions and networking: 
extending the network

EnlistinG unlikEly AdvocAtEs in addition to 

working with supporters and allies, effective arts 

education advocates reach out to some unlikely 

advocates—those who share a particular concern, and 

as a result, see the value of working together to help 

get the message out.

Look for those whose agenda intersects with yours— 

a chamber of commerce leader who needs capable 

workers for the 21st century workplace will recognize 

how arts learning develops student creativity and the 

ability to collaborate and work in teams. A health/

physical education leader in your state Department of 

education concerned with combating childhood 

obesity may be an ally for advocating for funding for 

dance/movement education. A mayor looking for 

positive press for the 

community may be an 

ally for advocating 

for funding a 

highly-

visible, 

award-

winning 

arts 

program. A 

social service 

organization 

interested in helping 

troubled youth may be an ally when you advocate for 

drama programs in after-school settings.

Look for those whose agenda 
intersects with yours— 

Business and community 
leaders are influential people 
within the community who 
wield power and have access 
to valuable resources.
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tiPs for orGAnizinG in your coMMunity

•   contact the Artserve Michigan Arts Education 
Action network. Use the network to find other 

community advocates in your city or region.  

this tool will not only enable you to find other 

supporters in your community but will allow  

you to stay up on the latest information in your  

city/region.

•    know the facts. Know the issue that you are asking 

others to support. the better you can explain the 

issue in your request for supporters, the more 

willing people will be to join you. contact Artserve 

if you need assistance in obtaining any talking 

points or other helpful information.

•   Make it personal and make it local! People don’t 

understand every issue when only given talking 

coalitions and networking

Michigan Arts Education Policy Agenda: 
impacting Arts education Policy

in 2009, Artserve joined with the Michigan Youth Arts 

Association, interlochen center for the Arts and the 

Michigan council for Arts and cultural Affairs, in 

consultation with the Michigan Department of 

education, to form the Michigan Youth Arts 

Leadership roundtable.

the Michigan Youth Arts Leadership roundtable 

leverages the strength of our combined perspectives 

and efforts to provide a unified voice for arts 

education throughout Michigan. the partnership 

understands that the economic challenges we face in 

Michigan are a reality we all have to work within until 

there is effective structural budget reform and 

economic improvement. this reality and a shared 

commitment to the importance of arts education 

brought us together to inform the greater public on 

the issues facing arts education and the opportunities 

that that lie ahead.

points or statistical figures. You may find it easier to 

use an example or share a story of how this issue 

will not only affect you or your child personally but 

the community as a whole.

•    let this be the beginning of a relationship with your 
community advocates. After the issue is finished 

stay in touch with the people who attended the 

meeting or advocated in support of your issue. Add 

them to your mailing lists and invite them to local 

arts events, openings and other activities that they 

or their families might enjoy. Be a resource to each 

other and keep everyone in the loop.

•    download david Hollister’s “A Public Policy Primer” 
from Artserve’s resource website. this document 

is a helpful resource outlining everything from the 

basics of the public policy process to action that 

you can take as an advocate in your own community.
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it is our shared vision that schools should educate the 

whole child and offer a complete education which 

includes the visual and performing arts at every grade 

level. Working with the statewide arts education 

associations, the roundtable developed an Arts 

education Policy Agenda that outlines its policy goals 

for today and into the future to realize that vision. the 

roundtable identified three policy areas which it will 

jointly move forward in the upcoming year through 

legislative and grassroots mobilization and change: 

student access, accountability and professional 
preparation and development.

Michigan Arts Education Policy Agenda: 
impacting Arts education Policy

in August 2010, the roundtable and its partners will 

gather to further discuss the policy agenda and work 

to detail specific legislation and action steps that 

address each policy area. Following this meeting the 

roundtable will release its legislative priorities for the 

upcoming legislative session beginning in January 

2011. We will lean heavily on advocates like you at the 

local level to help spread our message to your local 

and state elected officials.

AccountABility

Promote an authentic, appropriate, 
and compulsory presence for 
the visual and performing arts 
in state and district academic 

accountability systems.

•  include reporting on the grade 
Level content expectations in arts 
education through the state’s data 

collection systems.

•  implement a baseline survey for 
data on current arts education in all 

schools in Michigan. 

•  Develop an assessment system 
for arts education.

ProfEssionAl PrEPArAtion 
And dEvEloPMEnt

Advocate equitable, consistent, 
high-quality pre-service and in-

service training in arts education 
for elementary, secondary, and 

specialist teachers.

•  ensure students have access to 
highly qualified arts specialists in 

K-12 schools. 

•  ensure adequate funding for 
professional development for 

arts educators to ensure they are 
prepared to meet federal and 

state mandates consistently and 
appropriately.

studEnt AccEss

support equitable access to high-
quality, consistent, sequential, 

standards-based arts education 
for all students in grades pre-K 

through 12.

•  ensure every student from pre-K 
through 12 has arts education as 

part of the core curriculum in their 
education.

•  Approach statewide higher 
education stakeholders to endorse 

arts education coursework as a 
core component of the college 

preparatory curriculum for 
admission into higher education.

•  explore collaborative arts 
education delivery models.
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talking points are short, powerful statements that 

advocates use to explain why arts education is 

valuable and should remain in schools. You can use 

them to help make a stronger argument in favor of 

arts education as well as to refute ideas that dismiss 

arts education. they should not replace coordinated 

direct action in your efforts to engage with key 

decision-makers.

GEnErAl tAlkinG Points suPPortinG tHE 
iMPortAncE of Arts EducAtion

Arts education promotes creative problem solving 

and strengthens the ability to work with others; 

providing an invaluable link between arts education 

and workforce development.

Arts education provides a way to nurture the next 

generation of arts and culture patrons/audiences 

and employees, contributing to increased vibrancy 

and quality of life in our cities and communities.

supporting arts education helps keep at-risk 

students in school, providing them with the creative 

instruction they require to graduate and move on to 

the next level of education.

Arts education nurtures the imagination that fuels 

innovation in today’s competitive workforce.

Arts education exposes students to a broad range 

of perspectives giving them the ability to work with 

people who are different from themselves.

A poll conducted by harris interactive, reports that 

93% of Americans believe the arts are vital to 

providing a well-rounded education.

According to the same harris interactive poll, 75% 

of Americans agree that incorporating the arts into 

education is the first step in adding back what is 

missing in public education today.

Arts education increases student’s self-esteem by 

encouraging students to take risks and to be 

different by thinking creatively.

talking Points

nAtionAl tAlkinG Points: ProvIDED BY 

AMErICANS For THE ArTS 2010 CoNGrESSIoNAL 

HANDBooK

Business and school leaders see the Arts as key to 
Preparing students to Be creative Workers for the 
Global Marketplace

85% of surveyed business executives indicated that 

they are currently having difficulty recruiting 

individuals who possess creative ability. the 

demand for creative people will increase as U.s. 

firms pursue innovation.

U.s. employers rate creativity/innovation among the 

top five skills that will increase in importance over 

the next five years, and rank it among the top 

challenges facing ceOs.

employers (56%) and superintendents (79%) agree 

that a college degree in the arts is the most 

significant indicator of creativity in a prospective 

job candidate.

Among eleven subjects offered in high school, 

superintendants rank arts activities in the top four 

that are most likely to develop creativity. Yet, three 

out of four top rated arts subjects are offered as an 

only as elective by a majority of respondents. 

creative writing is the sole required course in more 

than half the districts. Less than 1 in 5 require a 

music class.

improving Access to Arts Education for All students 
and strengthening the Arts in nclB is critical to 
Building tomorrow’s creative Workforce

the source for this information comes from ready to 

innovate, a new study conducted by the conference 

Board, Americans for the Arts, and the American 

Association of school Administrators.

  

http://www.artsusa.org/pdf/information_services/

research/policy_roundtable/ready_to_innovate.pdf
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the conference Board is a global, independent 

association of business executives dedicated to 

creating and disseminating knowledge about 

management and the marketplace.

students with High levels of Arts involvement: less 
likely to drop out of school by Grade 10

high Arts involvement – 1.4% Drop Out by grade 10 

Low Arts involvement – 4.8% Drop Out by grade 10

Arts in the schools increase test scores and lower 

dropout rates. the Arts education Partnership’s 

publication, critical Links, contains 62 academic 

research studies that, taken together, demonstrate 

that arts education helps close the achievement 

gap, improves academic skills essential for reading 

and language development, and advances students’ 

motivation to learn. 

source: Arts education Partnership.

Longitudinal data of 25,000 students demonstrate 

that involvement in the arts is linked to higher 

academic performance, increased standardized test 

scores, more community service and lower dropout 

rates (see data above). these cognitive and 

developmental benefits are reaped by students 

regardless of their socioeconomic status. 

source: Dr. James s. catterall, graduate school of education and 
information studies, UcLA.

research conducted between 1987 to 1998 on 

young people working in the arts for at least three 

hours on three days of each week throughout at 

least one full year, demonstrated the following:

•  Four times more likely to have been recognized 

for academic achievement 

•  Being elected to class office within their schools 

more than three times as often 

•  Four times more likely to participate in a math 

and science fair 

•  three times more likely to win an award for school 

attendance 

talking Points

•  Four times more likely to win an award for writing 

an essay or poem

source: Dr. shirley Brice heath, stanford University, for carnegie 
Foundation for the Advancement of teaching.

Arts students outperform non-Arts students on sAt 
(Average Points Better on sAt by Arts students)

Data from the college Board show that students 

who take four years of arts and music classes while 

in high school score 91 points better on their sAts 

than students who took only one-half year or less 

(scores of 1070 vs. 979, respectively).

the college Board’s report, “Arts at the core: 

recommendations for advancing the state of arts 

education in the 21st century” by the national task 

Force on the Arts education recommends education 

stakeholders consider arts requirements for high 

school core curricula, high school graduation 

requirements, and college and university admission 

requirements in the arts (including arts courses in 

gPA calculations), working with regional accrediting 

agencies.

*reflect the critical reading and Mathematics 

portions of the sAt only. the new Writing section of 

the test is excluded from this analysis for year-to-

year comparison purposes. students with four years 
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of art and music classes averaged 526 on the 

Writing portion of the test—56 points higher than 

students with one-half year or less of arts/music 

classes (470).

source: the college Board, 2009. 2009 college-Bound seniors: 
total group Profile report.

Arts Education and cognitive development

neuroscientists from seven universities across the 

country used brain imaging studies and behavioral 

assessments to advance our understanding of the 

effects of music, dance, and drama education on 

other types of learning. the findings from their 

coordinated three-year study suggest that children 

motivated in the arts develop attention skills and 

strategies for memory retrieval that also apply to 

other academic subject areas.

training in music appears to improve skills in 

geometric representation, as well as the acquisition 

of reading skills and sequence learning.

training in acting classes appears to lead to 

improved memory, via learning and manipulating 

language skills.

Learning to dance by effective observation relates 

closely to physical practice, and that training 

appears to improve other cognitive skills.

Arts facts . . . impact on cognitive development

neuroscientists find training in the arts improves 

cognition. Music, acting, and dance improve a range 

of life and academic skills.

research findings include the following:

1.  An interest in a performing art leads to a high state 

of motivation that produces the sustained 

attention necessary to improve performance and 

the training of attention that leads to improvement 

in other domains of cognition.

talking Points

2.  specific links exist between high levels of music 

training and the ability to manipulate information 

in both working and long-term memory; these links 

extend beyond the domain of music training.

3.  in children, there appear to be specific links 

between the practice of music and skills in 

geometrical representation, though not in other 

forms of numerical representation.

4.  correlations exist between music training and both 

reading acquisition and sequence learning. One of 

the central predictors of early literacy, phonological 

awareness, is correlated with both music training 

and the development of a specific brain pathway.

5.  training in acting appears to lead to memory 

improvement through the learning of general skills 

for manipulating semantic information.

6.  Learning to dance by effective observation is 

closely related to learning by physical practice, 

both in the level of achievement and also the 

neural substrates that support the organization of 

complex actions. effective observational learning 

may transfer to other cognitive skills.

source: LeArning, Arts, AnD the BrAin, the Dana 
consortium report on Arts and cognition, Dana Press (2008).

The findings from their 
coordinated three-year study 
suggest that children motivated 
in the arts develop attention 
skills and strategies for memory 
retrieval that also apply to 
other academic subject areas.



Know the facts. in the pages that follow, 
you will find everything that Artserve staff 
members use when speaking to legislators 

on pieces of legislation. take a moment 
to read over the documents that explain 
what we are advocating for and how the 

passage of each bill will benefit Michigan, 
its people and its communities.

Don’t back down. it is likely that the 
representative or senator will challenge you 
as to why such legislation will help the state 
of Michigan. Don’t retreat from the issues - 
stick to the talking points! More often than 
not, legislators don’t know all the issues and 
will ask questions. this is your opportunity 
to inform them of our issues.
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tips for speaking With Elected officials

Let them know who you are. Make sure 
you let your legislators know that you 

reside in their district, as they will be more 
responsive if they know they are speaking 
to constituents. Be sure to point out that 

voters in their district support  
this legislation and so  

should they.

If you don’t know – say so. 
Answer questions. if you don’t 
know the answer, say so and offer 
to find out and provide  
the answer after the  
meeting.

Make it personal! Legislators are more 
responsive when you attach the human 
factor to the issue. tell stories about how arts 
funding and state grants have benefited the 
people and communities in the legislator’s 
district. We have included a list of  
grants that have been  
awarded in your legislative  
district, so be sure to  
point them out.

Be patient and polite. it is not 
unusual for a legislator to run late 
between the day’s meetings. Be 
patient and polite; the legislator’s 
staff will advise you on when he or 
she will arrive.

Say “Thank you!” At the end  
of your meeting, be sure to thank 

the legislator for his or her time 
and remember to provide a copy 

of the group’s thank you  
letter before you leave.

Leave-behinds.  
Bring materials describing  
the specific issue, your group or 
organization, or statewide alliance 
such as Artserve Michigan  
(brochure, catalog, etc.) 
to leave with your  
elected official.

Thank you letters. Follow up 
with a thank-you note or email 

and include any information 
promised during the meeting.Let this be the beginning of a  

relationship with your legislators.  
When you get home, send your  

legislators a note thanking them for their  
time. Add them to our mailing lists and invite 
them to local arts events, openings and other 

activities that they or their families might 
enjoy. Be a resource to your legislators.  

if any of them express interest in  
obtaining information on a certain  

arts issue or organization,  
send it. Let Artserve know  

if you need help.
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While many advocates are individual parents, artists 

and supporters, there are also those that serve as 

full-time arts advocates in their region. the following 

information is directed towards those full-time 

advocates. however, we encourage everyone to read 

through the information to learn about how you could 

enhance your ability to influence change in your 

community. it is best used proactively – it may feel 

overwhelming to someone who advocates in their 

local community at times of crisis.

effective advocates have habits of action that are the 

foundation for their success. Developing these habits 

will enhance your ability to influence change.

Habit 1: Know Your Beliefs 

Habit 2: Make Advocacy a Daily Priority 

Habit 3: gather, verify, and share information 

Habit 4: Be Organized and responsive to All 

communications 

Habit 5: create and Use a Working Agenda 

Habit 6: Understand that Advocacy is time 

sensitive: the calendar rules 

Habit 7: take Advantage of the Opportunities 

Offered by candidates seeking Public Office 

Habit 8: Build Long-term relationships 

Habit 9: choose Advocacy roles consistent with 

Your Knowledge, skills, and commitment

Habit 1: knoW your BEliEfs effective arts 

education advocates know their beliefs or principles. 

it is impossible to advocate for something unless you 

know what you believe in and can clearly articulate it.

Knowing your beliefs helps you differentiate between 

what is sacred and what can be compromised. 

Advocates hold fast to their beliefs but recognize that 

at times they may need to be flexible in their 

the Habits of Effective Arts Education Advocates

advocacy positions. You can assess the 

appropriateness of a recommended compromise to 

see if it is consistent with or contrary to your 

principles. if the compromise undermines your beliefs/

principles, you can seek an alternative. Your beliefs 

should be the guide for your actions.

ExAMPlEs there is a wide range of valid beliefs 

about arts education. some examples are provided 

below:

Arts for their own sake 

experience in dance, drama/theatre, music, and 

visual arts helps to create well-rounded citizens who 

understand the historical context of the arts and the 

role the arts play in their daily lives. 

the arts develop well-rounded citizens who can 

analyze and respond to a variety of works of art 

from the perspectives of creators, performers, and 

audiences. 

in order to function in tomorrow’s world, students 

must be able to decode images, sounds and 

symbols. Literacy in “text” is not enough. students 

will need the ability to analyze and evaluate visual 

and aural messages and make critical judgments. 

training in the arts builds these essential 

interpretive skills.1

Arts for learning 

the arts can reach a diversity of learners. not every 

child learns in the same way. the arts by their very 

nature embody multiple learning modalities— visual, 

auditory, and kinesthetic/tactile— helping all 

students learn. 

When arts content is connected to content in other 

subject areas (such as math, language arts, science 

and social studies) through mutually-reinforcing 

objectives, student learning deepens in both areas. 

students learn to see the connections and big 

concepts across disciplines.

1 Bill ivey, chairman, national endowment for the Arts, 1998.
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the arts help make abstract concepts more 

concrete and understandable. For example, math 

concepts such as symmetry, reflection, rotation, are 

more easily understood when students can explore 

them through dance/movement. in social studies, 

the study of the arts and world cultures helps 

students understand the diverse world we live in.

the arts (dance, drama/theatre, music and visual 

art) enhance the learning process for all young 

people. the systems they nourish, including 

integrated sensory, attentional, cognitive, emotional, 

and motor capacities are, in fact, the driving forces 

behind all other learning.2

life skills 

the arts develop lifelong skills of critical and 

creative thinking, problem solving, collaboration, 

reflection, and persistence.

21st century skills 

Arts experiences that develop skills of 

communication, critical thinking, problem-solving, 

and creativity are needed for students to succeed in 

the competitive global economy and work place.

Multi-cultural understanding 

Arts experiences that build students’ appreciation 

of their own cultural heritage and the commonalities 

and diversity across cultures are essential to 

understanding our interconnected world.

the Arts and cognitive Growth 

schools have an obligation to involve children in the 

arts at the earliest possible time and to consider the 

arts as fundamental—not optional—curriculum 

areas, because arts experiences build cognitive, 

emotional, and psychomotor pathways [in the 

brain].3

school and classroom culture 

the arts can transform the school and environment 

for learning—making schools places of collaboration 

and discovery.4

the Habits of Effective Arts Education Advocates

Personal and interpersonal connections 

Arts experiences help students connect to 

themselves and each other. 

creating art is a personal experience—students 

draw upon their own understandings and resources 

to produce the result.5 

the arts develop young people’s abilities to express 

their personal vision and communicate it to others.

to sustain democracy 

“the challenge to American education has always 

been to raise citizens who are capable of active 

participation in the social, cultural, political and 

economic life of the world’s longest experiment in 

democracy, an experiment demanding a free, 

educated and committed citizenry. We were 

amazed to discover anew the role of the arts in 

realizing that vision and creating that democracy. 

that is why we offer it as a compelling reason to 

fully embrace the arts in our schools. it’s how to 

sustain our democracy.”6

resources

excellent data and translations of research into 

useful arguments for expanding arts education are 

presented by the Arts education Partnership at  

www.aep-arts.org

research-Based communication toolkit from 

national Association of state Arts Agencies 

(nAsAA) includes three resources: 

•  Section I: The Arts and the Creative Workforce 

http://www.nasaa-arts.org/research/Key-topics/

Arts-education/rbc-toolkit-section1.pdf

2 Jensen, eric Arts with the Brain in Mind. Alexandria, vA: AscD, 
(2001): p. 2. 
3 sousa, David A. how the Brain Learns. thousand Oaks: cA. corwin 
Press, 2006: 214-215 
4 sousa, p. 220 
5 sousa, p. 220 
6 Deasy, richard J. Lauren M. stevenson. third space: When Learning 
Matters. Washington, Dc: Arts education Partnership, 2005: preface, 
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•  Section II: The Arts and Literacy Development,  

http://www.nasaa-arts.org/research/Key-topics/

Arts-education/rbc-toolkit-section2.pdf

•  Section III: The Arts, Cognition, and Social 

Development, http://www.nasaa-arts.org/

research/Key-topics/Arts-education/rbc-toolkit-

section3.pdf

Build Your Case Database SupportMusic Coalition 

www.nammfoundation.org/support-music

Music Makes the Grade: Music Programs Contribute 

to Higher Attendance and Graduation rates Menc: 

the national Association for Music education and 

nAMM: international Music Products Association 

www.menc.org/documents/legislative/harrispoll.pdf

report—Creative Industries: Business & Employment 

in the Arts Americans for the Arts, www.

americansforthearts.org/information_services/

research/services/creative_industries/default.asp

HABit 2: MAkE AdvocAcy A dAily Priority 

effective arts education advocates understand that 

advocacy is a daily, ongoing responsibility and plan 

time for it. Although they are busy with their daily 

responsibilities, they know that every day, some 

unanticipated big thing tends to come up. they make 

it a habit to block out “contingency time” each day for 

advocacy activities such as collecting information or 

responding to an action alert.

HABit 3: GAtHEr, vErify, And sHArE 
inforMAtion Your advocacy is only as good as your 

information. effective advocates gather and verify 

information on subjects that are relevant in any way to 

arts education. they keep their antennae raised to 

identify valuable information from a wide range of 

resources and share the information widely. having 

current information at their fingertips helps advocates 

take advantage of spontaneous advocacy 
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opportunities, be alert to potential challenges, and 

choose appropriate actions. 

Gathering information

For effective advocates, the news is like air. they can’t 

survive without it. On a daily basis, they gather 

relevant information from radio, television and 

internet news. they mark favorite media Web sites 

and subscribe to online newspapers, journals, and 

clipping services to gain local, state, national and 

international perspectives. in addition, they listen 

regularly to sources that are likely to offer opposing 

views so they can anticipate concerns and sharpen 

their arguments.

it is your job to read and listen to the news. Framing a 

local matter in a national context can help others to 

see the big picture. it’s up to all of us to be informed 

so we can draw those connections.

in today’s world, we have instant access to a variety of 

resources on the internet. By simply using a search 

engine, typing in an area of interest, and skimming the 

numerous “hits” that result, we can read, review, and 

select information to support arts education. reviews, 

reports, and surveys inform our thinking. read (or at 

least skim) research reports and surveys, even if they 

relate, only indirectly, to your area of interest. Often, 

reports from other interest groups and organizations 

can help us imagine new possibilities or connections. 

For example, we might find a science program that 

has implications for arts education. By making it a 

habit to gather information, we obtain the knowledge 

required for our advocacy work.

Develop the habit of collecting facts rather than 

opinions. Look for data about 

the number of children 

involved in programs, 

the costs, and the 

outcomes. 

Document the 

program’s 

effects. 

Arts programs are one  
of the most cost-effective 

expenditures of public funds, 
and, with the right data, you 

can demonstrate impact  
and quality.
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verifying information

conducting research and collecting data empower 

advocates and give credibility and validity to views 

about arts education. You can uncover helpful facts 

and figures to support your case, but failing to verify 

them before acting can be embarrassing or even 

undermine efforts. rather than accept information at 

face value, effective arts education advocates 

approach newspaper articles, polls, surveys, and 

reports with a healthy skepticism—they ask questions 

and seek clarification. For example, did the local 

newspaper include all the important information? Did 

the governor really say that or could she have been 

misquoted? Does the data actually support the 

conclusions? could the results be interpreted 

differently?

effective advocates know which sources can be 

trusted to support their messages with facts. they 

know which organizations disseminate data-based 

research which is carefully articulated, checked, and 

ready to roll out. they rely on organizations such as 

the Kennedy center, Americans for the Arts, the Arts 

education Partnership, and the national Assembly of 

state Arts Agencies. state Alliances for Arts 

education routinely share information with their 

constituents via print and electronic newsletters. the 

Kennedy center provides state Alliances information 

on the Web site (www.kennedy-center.org/education/

kcaaen) and through a monthly e-newsletter. Many 

organizations also share the latest research, news, 

legislative action, and quotes about arts education 

through regular email communications.

sharing information

One of the most powerful things advocates do with 

information is to organize and share it. When arts 

education advocates share the results of their 

information gathering with others, they become a 

valued resource for policy-makers and other 

advocates. For example, a state legislator may want to 

support an arts education proposal, but needs 
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student data to justify that support. You can help by 

providing current statistics and a bulleted list of 

talking points that support the proposal.

in addition, effective arts education advocates 

develop the habit of providing individuals and 

organizations they hope to persuade with easy access 

to resources they have developed, such as data, 

reports, quotes, images, and talking points. Advocates 

organize information in ways that make it easy for 

others to use.

sometimes, the very thing we don’t know will be a 

topic of discussion with a legislator or legislative aide. 

it is okay to say that you 

need to do a little more 

research and will get 

back in a timely  

manner with the 

answer. 

HABit 4: BE orGAnizEd And rEsPonsivE to All 
coMMunicAtions Being organized is critical to 

effective advocacy. effective arts education advocates 

have habits that keep information flowing and 

manageable. they are good information organizers 

and respond to requests in a timely way.

effective arts education advocates use systems that 

help them to navigate in a swelling sea of information. 

each of us has a different method of organization that 

suits our needs. Whatever method you prefer, use it 

every day. Act on all messages you receive, sorting 

them according to the action required. You may:

refer information to others 

adapt information for other uses 

act now on information 

By being honest, you  
demonstrate integrity.
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act later on information 

File information 

delete information

effective arts education advocates also make it a 

habit to save copies of their correspondence as 

records of their work and refer to it later when the 

same or a similar issue emerges. What may seem to 

be finished business today may emerge again in some 

new form. By keeping records of correspondence you 

will be ready to resume the conversation.

HABit 5: crEAtE And usE A WorkinG AGEndA 
Arts education advocates are most effective when 

they create and use a working agenda—a prioritized 

list of tasks, persons responsible, and a corresponding 

timeline. the agenda makes it easier for people to 

work with you by clarifying what needs to be done, 

organizing the tasks in manageable increments, and 

identifying needed resources.

A working agenda changes with time. Action items 

under each broad category change with the calendar, 

the political season, ongoing developments, or a lack 

of them. A working agenda allows advocates to 

concentrate on what is pressing at the moment and to 

plan for what is coming next.

Keep in mind that some items on the working agenda 

will need to be done quickly as particular issues arise, 

while others will need to be attended to on an 

ongoing basis, such as gathering information, 

collecting personal stories, developing networks and 

allies, and creating contact lists of individuals, groups, 

and media.

HABit 6: undErstAnd tHAt AdvocAcy is tiME-
sEnsitivE: tHE cAlEndAr rulEs the policy-

making process is time sensitive. effective arts 

education advocates know the steps of the process 
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and when they occur. For example, if your goal is to 

influence the school district, you need to know when 

the budget is developed. if your goal is to influence 

the appropriations process at the legislative level, you 

need to know when hearings are scheduled and when 

budgets are debated.

local level

effective arts education advocates plan their local 

actions according to the school district’s budgetary 

cycle. When the school year is fresh and the budget is 

being formed for the next school year, advocates 

begin to gather information and develop reports that 

support funding needs.

consider how the following generic example of a 

school district’s budget cycle would guide an arts 

education advocate’s timeline for action:

spring 

Preliminary budget is published. 

All school district personnel must be informed by  

a specific date if they will not be re-hired. the  

date is usually dictated by a collective bargaining 

agreement.

summer 

Preliminary budget is approved.

Budget hearing is held. 

Final budget is approved.

in the spring, between the time the preliminary 

budget is published and the date for teacher 

contracts, advocates must move efficiently and most 

likely with an eye toward compromise. this is an 

excellent time to call in expert testimony and to 

facilitate solutions.

note, too, that approval of the preliminary budget and 

public budget hearings are held in the summer when 

schools are closed and people are busy with other 

things. in addition, the time between introduction of 
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the preliminary budget and the date for final approval 

is short. effective arts education advocates ensure 

that the people and information are prepared and 

ready. Once a final budget is approved, what’s done is 

done. it’s time to start working on the next budget.

state level

state budget cycles are dictated by law. effective arts 

education advocates refer to the official state 

Websites to get the legislative calendar, a description 

of the budget process, legislators’ committee 

assignments, and the schedule of pertinent committee 

meetings.

Arts education advocates in states that schedule 

annual Arts Advocacy Days make it a habit to take 

advantage of the opportunity to visit their state 

legislators to discuss the importance of arts learning. 

these advocates recognize that Arts Advocacy Days 

offer opportunities to further their knowledge, skills, 

and state-wide networks.

federal level

effective arts education advocates also work together 

to influence policy, practices, and budgets at the 

federal level. they pay close attention to the federal 

budget cycle and plan ways to influence decisions.

resources

the national school Boards Association provides 

state-specific information, www.nsba.org/

secondaryMenu/stateAssociations.aspx

the national school Boards Association provides 

information about school Board protocols and tips 

for communicating with local school boards,  

www.nsba.org/

national Association for gifted children Federal 

Advocacy: How a Bill Becomes a Law, http://www.

nagc.org/index2.aspx?id=598
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HABit 7: tAkE AdvAntAGE of tHE AdvocAcy 
oPPortunitiEs offErEd By cAndidAtEs 
runninG for PoliticAl officE election years are 

full of opportunities for advocacy about every cause, 

including arts education. effective arts education 

advocates make it a habit to work in a non-partisan 

way with candidates from all political parties. the goal 

is have your issue included in each party’s platform 

and for it to become a topic that candidates include in 

their public statements.

effective advocates help candidates support arts 

education issues. they provide candidates with 

information and statistics about local programs as 

well as comparisons with other successful programs. 

Advocates help candidates articulate their support for 

arts learning in concise, clear statements that will be 

of interest to a wide range of constituents. 

(candidates rarely oppose arts education. More often, 

there is an absence of any position.) Advocates 

communicate to candidates the number of voters who 

care passionately about the quality of their children’s 

arts experiences.

effective arts education advocates also make public 

each candidate’s position. they survey candidates 

with straightforward questions about their positions 

on arts learning and distribute the survey results 

during the heat of the election cycle. When 

candidates take a position that has negative 

implications for arts education, advocates provide 

relevant information to challenge their position.

resources 

north carolina center for non-Profits What non-

Profits can and cannot Do in an election Year,  

www.ncnonprofits.org/advocacy/election-year 

article.pdf

Alliance for Justice election Year Advocacy,  

http://www.afj.org/assets/resources/nap/election-

yearadvocacy-candidate-forums.pdf
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communication tools for Advocacy national 

Association for gifted children, www.nagc.org/

index2.aspx?id=594

U.s. Department of education http://www.ed.gov 

information and budget updates www.ed.gov/

about/overview/focus/performance.html

HABit 8: Build lonG-tErM rElAtionsHiPs 

effective arts education advocates continually look 

for opportunities to solidify relationships and establish 

new ones that enlarge their sphere of influence.  

they recognize the critical importance of developing 

ongoing, meaningful relationships with local, state, 

and federal decision-makers—any elected official  

such as mayors and other city officials, school district 

superintendents of instruction, local supervisors and 

city council members, school board and arts  

council members, and state and federal members  

of congress.

Building relationships with legislators

the job of legislators is to stay in touch with and 

represent the interests of their community. By 

determining their priorities and concerns, advocates 

can explore how messages promoting arts education 

fit into the complex array of competing interests that 

legislators are trying to serve.

Whether or not there is pending legislation or a 

budget issue directly affecting arts education, 

effective advocates take time to develop rapport and 

lines of communication with key local, state and 

federal legislators. At each legislative session, 

advocates find friends of arts education among the 

legislators and set about making new friends. habits 

of establishing or maintaining ongoing relationships 

help advocates ensure that arts learning is 

represented right from the start, whenever important 

issues are raised for education, such as curriculum, 

instruction, assessment, and graduation requirements.
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As education issues become more complex, many 

elected officials have staff members that coordinate 

the flow of information on a topic. As a result, 

developing relationships with well- informed staff is 

also critical. staff members, in district and state 

offices responsible for keeping up with issues 

important to constituents, often make local visits or 

attend meetings. Plan to contact the staff person 

responsible for education issues and ask for a meeting 

to discuss arts education, or invite the staff person to 

visit a program in advance of inviting the legislator. 

regular, thoughtful communications help develop 

relationships and can leave a positive impression with 

officials and their staffs.

developing relationships with the Media

Developing ongoing relationships with reporters in the 

local media is a critical habit. Arts education 

advocates must become trusted resources on arts 

education issues that media representatives can turn 

to when they need a story or an insider perspective.

Find out which media sources the public relies on for 

information on arts, education, and culture. cultivate a 

relationship with these reporters, writers, radio hosts, 

bloggers and local tv personalities. stay in contact 

and give them information that piques their interest. 

invite them to see arts education programs in action. 

connect them to charismatic educators, students, 

parents, legislators, business and community leaders. 

regularly send them information on work being done 

in your community, pending legislation, the latest arts 

education research, awards programs, concerts, 

exhibitions, etc.

HABit 9: cHoosE rolEs consistEnt WitH your 
knoWlEdGE, skills, And coMMitMEnt effective 

arts education advocates understand the various roles 

advocates play as well as the degree of knowledge, 

skill, and commitment needed to carry out each role. 

every person taking action can make a difference. 
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some individuals are more comfortable working on 

their own, while others are ready to work as part of a 

network, and still others are ready to assume 

leadership positions. Whatever role you choose, you 

can make a difference.

Advocacy—the Power of the individual

there are many ways individuals can serve as arts 

education advocates. At its most basic level, advocacy 

begins when someone speaks to another person 

about the importance of arts education. For example, 

arts educators who involve students in performing 

the Habits of Effective Arts Education Advocates

concerts or plays or creating visual art exhibitions,  

are advocates when they describe to the audience 

how students created the work, the knowledge and 

skills they gained, and the attitudes they developed. 

classroom teachers are advocates when they show 

the school principal the increased student 

engagement in learning during a lesson that 

integrates history and theater. A parent who testifies 

at a school Board meeting about the impact of  

arts learning on her child’s education is also an  

arts advocate.

Arts Education Advocacy and resources at the  
federal level

kEnnEdy cEntEr AlliAncE for Arts 
EducAtion nEtWork the Kennedy center Alliance 

for Arts education network (KcAAen) is a coalition 

of statewide non-profit Alliances for Arts education 

working in partnership with the John F. Kennedy 

center for the Performing Arts to support policies, 

practices, programs, and partnerships that ensure the 

arts are an essential part of American K-12 education.

to meet the following program objectives, members 

of the KcAAen in partnership with the Kennedy 

center will:

1.  Build collaborations: Develop and support 

innovative collaborations among schools, 

community partners, and cultural institutions that 

sustain arts education.

2.  Position the Arts: speak out on behalf of arts 

education to citizens, policy makers, state 

agencies, and others about the value and benefits 

of arts education.

3.  generate resources: Develop, publish, and/or 

disseminate resources for arts education leaders 

and practitioners.

4.  Provide Professional Development: implement 

professional development through educational 

programs, training, and resources.

5.  recognize innovation and Achievement: Provide 

awards and acknowledgments to individuals, 

organizations, and schools that demonstrate 

outstanding support for arts education.

The KCAAEN provides 
several helpful resources 
and policy briefs for free 
on its Web site, http://
www.kennedy-center.org/
education/kcaaen/
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AMEricAns for tHE Arts WWW.ArtsusA.orG 

Much of the work Artserve Michigan does is through 

partnerships at all three levels of government. At the 

national level, Artserve Michigan partners with 

Americans for the Arts (AFtA), both as a member and 

by serving as the Michigan state captain for AFtA’s 

state Arts Action network.

Americans for the Arts was created in 1996 as a result 

of the merger between the national Assembly of 

Local Arts Agencies (nALAA) and the American 

council for the Arts (AcA) — one of a small number 

of successful unions between two national nonprofit 

groups.

With offices in Washington, D.c., and new York, and 

more than 5,000 organizational and individual 

members and stakeholders across the country, AFtA 

is focused on three primary goals:

1.   Foster an environment in which the arts can thrive 

and contribute to the creation of more livable 

communities.

2.  generate more public and private-sector resources 

for the arts and arts education. 

3.  Build individual appreciation of the value of  

the arts.

to achieve these goals, AFtA partners with local, state 

and national arts organizations, government agencies, 

business leaders; individual philanthropists, educators, 

and funders throughout the country. it provides 

extensive arts industry research, and information and 

professional development opportunities for 

community arts leaders via specialized programs and 

services, including a content-rich Web site and an 

annual national convention.

Arts Education Advocacy and resources at the  
federal level

AFTA provides several 
helpful resources and 
policy briefs for free on its 
Web site, www.artsusa.org

Local arts agencies throughout the United states 

comprise AFtA’s core constituency. A variety of 

unique stakeholder groups with particular interests 

such as public art, united arts fundraising, rural and 

small communities, state arts agencies and emerging 

arts leaders are also supported.

through national visibility and local outreach,  

we strive to motivate and mobilize opinion leaders 

and decision makers who can help the arts thrive  

in America.
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nAtionAl

Americans for the Arts 
1000 vermont Avenue, nW, 6th Floor  

Washington, Dc 20005 202.371.2830  

www.artsusa.org

Arts Education Partnership 
c/O council of chief state school Officers  

1 Massachusetts Ave. nW, suite 700  

Washington, Dc 20001  

202-326-8693 

www.aep-arts.org

dance/usA 
1156 15th st. nW, suite 820 

Washington, Dc 20005  

202-833-1717  

www.danceusa.org

Educational theatre Association 
2343 Auburn Ave.  

cincinnati, Oh 45219  

513-421-3900  

www.edta.org

kennedy center Alliance for Arts  
Education network (kcAAEn)  
John F. Kennedy center for the Performing Arts  

2700 F street 

Washington, Dc 20566  

202-416-8817  

www.kennedy-center.org/education/kcaaen/

national and state Website resources

MEnc (national Association for Music Education) 
1806 robert Fulton Drive  

reston, vA 20191  

703-860-4000  

www.menc.org

national dance Education organization 
4948 st. elmo Ave., suite 301  

Bethesda, MD 20814-6013  

301-657-2880  

www.ndeo.org

national Art Education Association 
1916 Association Drive  

reston, vA 22091-1590  

703-860-8000  

www.naea-reston.org

national Assembly of state Arts Agencies 
1029 vermont Avenue, nW, 2nd Floor  

Washington, Dc 20005  

202-347-6352  

www.nasaa-arts.org

nAMM, national Association of Music Merchants 
5790 Armada Drive  

carlsbad, cA 92008  

760-438-8001  

www.namm.com

Partnership for 21st century skills 
177 north church Avenue, suite 305  

tucson, AZ 85701  

520-623-2466  

www.p21.org
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stAtE

Artserve Michigan 
the statewide nonprofit organization leading 

advocacy for the arts, culture and arts education in 

Michigan, cultivating the creative potential of 

Michigan’s individual artists and arts and cultural 

organization through leadership and professional 

development services, and connecting constituents to 

strategic information, resources and dialogue/

networking opportunities for the arts and cultural 

sector statewide.

1 clover court 

Wixom, Mi 48393  

Phone: 248-912-0760 ext.6  

Fax: 248-912-0768  

mike@artservemichigan.org 

www.ArtserveMichigan.org

Michigan council for Arts and cultural Affairs 
the state arts agency that helps artists and arts 

organizations bring more music, dance, poetry, 

painting and other arts activities into the lives of 

people in Michigan. 

300 n. Washington square  

Lansing, Mi 48913 

Phone: 517-241.4011  

Fax: 517-241-3979  

www.themedc.org/arts

Michigan department of Education 

P.O. Box 30008  

Lansing, Michigan 48909  

Phone: 517-335-0466  

Fax: 517-335-2473  

cardona@michigan.gov  

http://www.michigan.gov/mde 

national and state Website resources

Michigan youth Arts Association 
Michigan Youth Arts is a statewide arts education 

association that serves as a collaborative of discipline-

specific arts education organizations. Programming 

consists of the Michigan Youth Arts Festival, statewide 

arts education awards, advocacy, leadership 

roundtables, and funding programs for youth, schools 

and arts education professionals throughout Michigan.

36400 Woodward Avenue, suite 118  

Bloomfield hills, Mi 48304  

www.michiganyoutharts.org

vsA arts of Michigan 
vsA arts of Michigan is a non-profit organization that 

provides educational arts opportunities by, with and 

for people with disabilities and at risk. Founded over 

twenty years ago by Jean Kennedy smith as an 

affiliate of the John F. Kennedy center for the 

Performing Arts, vsA offers programs in music, 

dance, writing, and the visual arts. vsA arts of 

Michigan demonstrates that the arts are integral to 

the creation of meaningful learning experiences and 

fulfilling lives. 

www.vsami.org

Michigan dance council 
the voice for dance throughout the state. through 

networking and advocacy, it links all the various 

components that make up the diverse Michigan dance 

community. 

www.michigandance.org
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Michigan Music Educators Association

MMeA is the state unit of Menc, the national 

Association for Music education. the mission of Menc 

is “to advance music education by encouraging the 

study and making of music by all. 

c/o central Michigan University school of Music 

Mt. Pleasant, Michigan 48859 

http://michiganmea.org/index.html

Michigan school Band and orchestra Association 
the Michigan school Band and Orchestra Association 

has been serving the instrumental music teachers and 

students of our state for over 75 years. they proudly 

represent over 1,200 public, parochial and private 

schools and over 1,600 instrumental music teachers in 

Michigan. 

3965 Okemos road, suite A3 

Okemos, Michigan 48864 

www.msboa.org

Michigan school vocal Music Association 
A non-profit professional organization of vocal music 

educators whose purposes are improving, promoting, 

and assisting vocal music education in the middle, 

junior high, and senior high schools of the state 

through a program of clinics, festivals, workshops, 

contests, and conferences, regulated by legitimate 

and effective means. 

P.O. Box 1131  

Big rapids, Michigan 49307-1131  

www.msvma.org

national and state Website resources

the Michigan Art Education Association (MAEA) 
MAeA is devoted to providing an excellent visual arts 

education for all the children of Michigan. their goals 

include the professional development of all members, 

the promotion of art education at all levels, and the 

encouragement of innovation and research in art 

education. MAeA provides a forum for the exchange 

of ideas and for collaboration with other arts 

organizations in the state. 

www.miarted.org
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Michigan state senate

 dist. nAME  officE  PHonE

 37 ALLen, JAsOn (r-ALAnsOn)  820 FB  373-2413

 6 Anderson, Glenn (d-WestlAnd)  610 FB  373-1707

 31 BArciA, JiM (D-BAY citY)  1010 FB  373-1777

 8 BAshAm, rAymond (d-tAylor)  715 FB  373-7800

 24 BirKhOLZ, PAtriciA (r-sAUgAtUcK)  805 FB  373-3447

 12 Bishop, mike (r-rochester)  106 cB  373-2417

 18 BrAter, LiZ (D-Ann ArBOr)  510 FB  373-2406

 16 BroWn, cAmeron (r-FAWn river tWp.)  405 FB  373-5932

 15 cAssis, nAncY (r-nOvi)  905 FB  373-1758

 26 cherry, deBorAh (d-Burton)  910 FB  373-1636

 3 cLArK-cOLeMAn, irMA (D-DetrOit)  310 FB  373-0990

 1 clArke, hAnsen (d-detroit)  710 FB  373-7346

 33 crOPseY, ALAn (r-DeWitt)  8 cB  373-3760

 22 GArciA, vAlde (r-hoWell)  132 cB  373-2420

 20 geOrge, tOM (r-KALAMAZOO)  320 FB  373-0793

 25 GilBert, Jud (r-AlGonAc)  705 FB  373-7708

 27 gLeAsOn, JOhn (D-FLUshing)  315 FB  373-0142

 29 hArdimAn, Bill (r-kentWood)  305 FB  373-1801

 5 hUnter, tUPAc (D-DetrOit)  915 FB  373-0994

 14 JAcoBs, GildA (d-huntinGton Woods)  1015 FB  373-7888

 28 JAnsen, MArK (r-gAines tWP.)  520 FB  373-0797 

 21 Jelinek, ron (r-three oAks)  324 cB  373-6960

 32 KAhn, rOger (r-sAginAW)  420 FB  373-1760

 30 kuipers, WAyne (r-hollAnd)  1005 FB  373-6920

 35 McMAnUs, MicheLLe (r-LAKe LeeLAnAU)  2 cB  373-1725

 19 noFs, mike (r-BAttle creek)  515 FB  373-2426

 9 OLshOve, Dennis (D-WArren)  920 FB  373-8360

 13 pAppAGeorGe, John (r-troy)  1020 FB  373-2523

 7 PAttersOn, BrUce (r-cAntOn tWP.)  505 FB  373-7350

 38 prusi, mike (d-ishpeminG)  105 cB  373-7840

 17 richArDviLLe, rAnDY (r-MOnrOe)  205 FB  373-3543

 11 sAnBorn, AlAn (r-richmond)  310 cB  373-7670

 2 scOtt, MArthA (D-highLAnD PArK)  220 FB  373-7748

 36 stAmAs, tony (r-midlAnd)  720 FB  373-7946

 10 sWitALsKi, MichAeL (D-rOseviLLe)  410 FB  373-7315

 4 thomAs, Buzz (d-detroit)  9 cB  373-7918 

 34 vAn WOerKOM, gerALD (r-nOrtOn shOres)  605 FB  373-1635

 23 Whitmer, Gretchen (d-eAst lAnsinG)  415 FB  373-1734

sEnAtE  
P.O. Box 30036, Lansing, Mi 48909, www.senate.mi.gov

2009 – 2010 senate office and telephone directory 

Please note, for locations, fB = Farnum Building and cB = capitol Building.
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Michigan state house of representatives

HousE of rEPrEsEntAtivEs 
P.O. Box 30014, Lansing, Mi 48909, www.house.mi.gov

2009 – 2010 House of representatives office and telephone directory

Please note, for locations, HoB = house Office Building and cB = capitol Building.

 dist. nAME  officE  PHonE

 74 AgeMA, DAviD (r-grAnDviLLe)   1093 hOB   373-8900
   72  AmAsh, Justin (r-kentWood)   1091 hoB   373-0840
 55  Angerer, KAthY (D-DUnDee)   153 cB   373-1792
   85  BAll, dick (r-lAinGsBurG)   1189 hoB   373-0841 
 37  BArnett, vicKi (D-FArMingtOn hiLLs)   886 hOB   373-1793
 68  BAuer, JoAn (d-lAnsinG)   1087 hoB   373-0826 
 92  Bennett, DOUg (D-MUsKegOn)   1196 hOB   373-2646 
   1  Bledsoe, tim (d-Grosse pointe)   585 hoB   373-0154 
   63  BOLger, JAMes (r-MArshALL)   997 hOB   373-1787 
   102  Booher, dArWin (r-evArt)   1386 hoB   373-1747 
 39  BrOWn, LisA (D-West BLOOMFieLD)   888 hOB   373-1799 
   84  BroWn, terry (d-piGeon)   1188 hoB   373-0476
 52  BYrnes, PAM (D-cheLseA)   251 cB   373-0828 
 67  Byrum, BArB (d-onondAGA)   1086 hoB   373-0587
 87  cALLeY, BriAn (r-POrtLAnD)   1191 hOB   373-0842
   99  cAul, Bill (r-mount pleAsAnt)   1288 hoB   373-1789 
   14  cLeMente, eD (D-LincOLn PArK)   693 hOB   373-0140
   16  constAn, BoB (d-deArBorn heiGhts)   695 hoB   373-0849
 20  cOrriveAU, MArc (D-nOrthviLLe)   699 hOB   373-3816
 38  crAWFord, huGh (r-novi)   887 hoB   373-0827 
   8  cUshingBerrY Jr., geOrge (D-DetrOit)   351 cB   373-2276
 82  dAley, kevin (r-ArcAdiA tWp.)   1186 hoB   373-1800
 75  DeAn, rOBert (D-grAnD rAPiDs)   1094 hOB   373-2668
 47  denBy, cindy (r-FoWlerville)   896 hoB   373-8835
   61  DeshAZOr, LArrY (r-POrtAge)   995 hOB   373-1774 
 17  dillon, Andy (d-redFord tWp.)  164 cB   373-0857
 26 DOnigAn, MArie (D-rOYAL OAK)   790 hOB  373-3818 
 6  durhAl, Fred Jr. (d-detroit)   685 hoB   373-0844 
 56  eBLi, KAte (D-MOnrOe)   990 hOB   373-2617 
 105  elsenheimer, kevin (r-keWAdin)   721 hoB   373-0829
 83 esPinOZA, JOhn (D-crOsWeLL)   1187 hOB   373-0835 
   22 Geiss, douGlAs (d-tAylor)   786 hoB   373-0852
   88  genetsKi, BOB ii (r-sAUgAtUcK)   1192 hOB   373-0836
 49  GonzAles, lee (d-Flint)   898 hoB   373-7515 
 77  green, Kevin (r-WYOMing)  1096 hOB   373-2277 
 35  GreGory, vincent (d-southField)   799 hoB   373-1788
   64  griFFin, MArtin (D-JAcKsOn)   998 hOB   373-1795
   32  hAAse, JenniFer (d-richmond)   796 hoB   373-8931 
   43  hAines, gAiL (r-WAterFOrD tWP.)   892 hOB   373-0615 
 48  hAmmel, richArd (d-mount morris tWp.)   897 hoB   373-7557 
   100  hAnsen, gOeFF (r-hArt)   1289 hOB   373-7317 
 42  hAuGh, hArold (d-roseville)   891 hoB   373-0854 
 90  hAveMAn, JOsePh (r-hOLLAnD)   1194 hOB   373-0830 
 86  hildenBrAnd, dAve (r-loWell)   141 cB   373-0846 
 94  hOrn, Kenneth (r-FrAnKenMUth)   1198 hOB   373-0837 
 70  huckleBerry, mike (d-Greenville)   1089 hoB   373-0834 
 9  JAcKsOn, shAneLLe (D-DetrOit)   688 hOB   373-1705 
 5  Johnson, Bert (d-hiGhlAnd pArk)   589 hoB   373-0144 
 71  JOnes, ricK (r-grAnD LeDge)   1090 hOB   373-0853
   60  Jones, roBert (d-kAlAmAzoo)   994 hoB   373-1785 
   13  KAnDrevAs, AnDreW (D-sOUthgAte)   692 hOB   373-0845 
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 23  kennedy, deB (d-BroWnstoWn tWp.)   787 hoB   373-0855 
 41  KnOLLenBerg, MArtY (r-trOY)   890 hOB   373-1783 
   44  koWAll, eileen (r-White lAke tWp.)   893 hoB  373-2616 
 58  KUrtZ, Kenneth (r-cOLDWAter)   992 hOB   373-1794 
  110  lAhti, michAel (d-hAncock)   1489 hoB   373-0850
 18  LeBLAnc, richArD (D-WestLAnD)   697 hOB   373-2576  
  10 lelAnd, GABe (d-detroit)   689 hoB   373-6990
 2  LeMMOns, LAMAr Jr. (D-DetrOit)   586 hOB   373-0106  
 109  lindBerG, steven (d-mArquette)   1488 hoB   373-0498  
 27  LiPtOn, eLLen cOgen (D-hUntingtOn WOODs)   791 hOB   373-0478  
 28  liss, lesiA (d-WArren)   792 hoB   373-2275
 59  LOri, MAtt (r-cOnstAntine)   993 hOB   373-0832
 36  lund, pete (r-shelBy tWp.)   885 hoB   373-0843
 46  MArLeAU, JAMes (r-LAKe OriOn)   895 hOB   373-1798  
 96  mAyes, JeFF (d-BAy city)   1285 hoB   373-0158
  107  McDOWeLL, gArY (D-rUDYArD)   1486 hOB   373-2629  
 45  mcmillin, tom (r-rochester hills)   894 hoB   373-1773  
  69  MeADOWs, MArK (D-eAst LAnsing)   374 cB   373-1786  
  89  meekhoF, ArlAn (r-West olive)   1193 hoB   373-0838
 29  MeLtOn, tiM (D-AUBUrn hiLLs)   793 hOB   373-0475
  33  meltzer, kimBerly (r-mAcomB tWp.)   797 hoB   373-0820
  31  MiLLer, FreD (D-MOUnt cLeMens)   795 hOB   373-0159  
  97  moore, tim (r-FArWell)   1286 hoB   373-8962  
 40  MOss, chUcK (r-BirMinghAM)   889 hOB   373-8670
  11  nAthAn, dAvid (d-detroit)   690 hoB   373-3815  
  108  nerAt, JUDY (D-WALLAce)   1487 hOB   373-0156  
  106  neumAnn, Andy (d-AlpenA)  1485 hoB   373-0833  
  93  OPsOMMer, PAUL (r-DeWitt)   1197 hOB   373-1778
 81  pAvlov, phil (r-st. clAir)   1185 hoB   373-1790  
  73  PeArce, tOM (r-rOcKFOrD)   1092 hOB   373-0218  
 15  polidori, Gino (d-deArBorn)   694 hoB   373-0847
 79  PrOOs, JOhn (r-st. JOsePh)   1098 hOB   373-1403  
 24  roBerts, sArAh (d-st. clAir shores)   788 hoB   373-0113  
  30  rOccA, tOrY (r-sterLing heights)  794 hOB  373-7768  
 66  roGers, Bill (r-BriGhton)  1085 hoB   373-1784
  76  schMiDt, rOY (D-grAnD rAPiDs)   1095 hOB   373-0822
 104  schmidt, WAyne (r-trAverse city)  1388 hoB  373-1766  
 80  schUitMAKer, tOnYA (r-LAWtOn)   1099 hOB   373-0839  
 3  scott, Bettie (d-detroit)   587 hoB   373-1776  
  51  scOtt, PAUL (r-grAnD BLAnc)   985 hOB   373-1780
  101  scripps, dAniel (d-northport)   1385 hoB   373-0825
 62  segAL, KAte (D-BAttLe creeK)   996 hOB   373-0555
 103  sheltroWn, Joel (d-West BrAnch)   1387 hoB   373-3817  
 21  sLAvens, DiAn (D-cAntOn tWP.)   785 hOB   373-2575
 50  slezAk, Jim (d-dAvison)   899 hoB   373-3906  
 54  sMith, ALMA WheeLer (D-sALeM tWP.)   988 hOB   373-1771  
 57  spAde, dudley (d-tipton)   991 hoB   373-1706  
 98  stAMAs, JiM (r-MiDLAnD)   1287 hOB   373-1791  
 34  stAnley, WoodroW (d-Flint)   798 hoB   373-8808  
 25  sWitALsKi, JOn (D-WArren)   789 hOB   373-1772  
 12  tlAiB, rAshidA (d-detroit)  691 hoB   373-0823  
 78  tYLer, shArOn (r-niLes)   1097 hOB   373-1796  
  91  vAlentine, mAry (d-norton shores)   1195 hoB   373-3436
 19  WALsh, JOhn (r-LivOniA)   698 hOB   373-3920
 53  WArren, reBekAh (d-Ann ArBor)   987 hoB   373-2577  
 7  WOMAcK, JiMMY (D-DetrOit)   686 hOB   373-0589  
 4  younG, colemAn ii (d-detroit)   588 hoB   373-1008
 65  vAcAnt    
 95  vAcAnt   
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the following are factors that indicate a district-wide 

commitment to quality arts education programs for all 

students. these factors were identified in a research 

study conducted by the President’s committee on the 

Arts and the humanities and the Arts education 

Partnership, and published in gaining the Arts 

Advantage.7

Determine how your district rates in its support for 

high quality arts education programs by rating your 

district on the following scale for each factor below:

0 – does not meet the criteria  

1 – somewhat meets the criteria  

2 – meets the criteria

factors that support Arts Education:

influential segments of the community shape and 

implement arts education policies and programs.

the board of education sets a supportive policy 

framework and environment for the arts. 

the superintendent articulates a vision for arts 

education.

the district has implemented a comprehensive 

arts education program aligned to my state’s arts 

standards.

there has been continuity in leadership to 

implement a comprehensive arts education 

program. 

An arts education coordinator facilitates district-

wide programs and support for arts education. 

school principals support district policies for arts 

education for all students. 

Policies and practices support professional 

development for teachers of the arts.

Appendix: Factors that support Arts education: 
how Does Your District rate?

District leaders develop relationships with parents 

and community to ensure support for arts 

education. 

strong elementary arts programs create a strong 

foundation for system-wide arts programs. 

student needs in the arts are met through 

specialized programs (magnet schools, AP 

classes, etc.)

District leaders use national and state policies and 

programs to bolster local support for arts 

education. 

the district promotes reflective practices at all 

levels to improve quality.

totAl

how does your district rate? 

What can you do to be a “Most effective” district?

What leadership skills, policies, resources, and data 

are needed to improve arts education in your 

district? 

Will your board, superintendent, and administrators 

make arts education a priority? 

What strategies will you use to make arts education 

a priority in your district?

19–26  Most Effective

9–18  Moderately Effective

0–8  Least Effective

7 Gaining the Arts Advantage: Lessons from School. Districts That value 
Arts Education President’s committee on the Arts and the humanities 
and Arts education Partnership, 1999
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the following strategies may be helpful to improve 

the quality of the arts education programs in your 

district and school:

Urge your local board of education to adopt your 

state’s Academic content standards for Fine Arts. 

implement assessments in the arts aligned to 

standards in the arts. 

Develop performance indicators to measure student 

achievement in the arts.

include arts achievement on your school’s and/or 

district’s Local report card. 

Appendix: Factors that support Arts education: 
how Does Your District rate?

Use the arts as a strategy to close the achievement 

gap among students. 

Work with parents, colleagues, and community 

members to sustain support for the arts in your 

school and district. 

involve state lawmakers and policy-makers in the 

arts in your district. 

Make a personal commitment to advocate for the 

arts at the local, state, and national levels.

Appendix: social Media – What, Why and how?

WHy usE sociAl MEdiA? Members, supporters, 

advocates – no matter what you call them, are 

consistently looking for easier and quicker ways to 

stay up to date on what your organization is doing. 

the days of mailed newsletters, multiple emails and 

large databases are over. in today’s fast paced world, 

people want to receive a small piece of information in 

one convenient place with the option of clicking on to 

learn more.

social media caters to this sentiment as it allows users 

to post a message, video or picture to pages and 

allow its supporters to view, learn more and share. 

however, as we know too well in the nonprofit sector 

– nothing is as easy as it seems – there’s work that 

needs to go into each if you are to successfully 

engage supporters. there is some initial setup time 

that needs to be devoted to each of these sites but 

the most important thing to consider moving forward 

is the time you will have to devote to updating each 

site you use.

social media can be both a godsend and formidable 

foe for nonprofits as we continue to struggle to learn 

what these sites are, why we should use them and 

most important how to use them to advance our 

cause. this guide has gathered information from 

multiple sources to address these questions on 

Facebook, Youtube, Flickr and twitter.

each one of the sites discussed in this guide allows 

you to gather supporters online and offer an open 

conversation on issues, causes and news. in the end, 

it’s not a question of why you should use these but 

one of why not. 
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WWW.fAcEBook.coM

WHAt? Facebook is a world-wide social networking 

site that allows users to create personalized pages to 

connect with friends and family, market a business or 

nonprofit organization and even fundraise for a cause.

WHy? Facebook currently has over 300 million active 

users making it one of the most important social 

networking sites for your organization to be apart of. 

easily create a page to gather supporters, share news 

articles, videos, pictures, blog about an issue and 

create event invites – nearly everything you would 

need all in one place.

HoW? Making a Facebook page is simple; a basic fan 

page can be created in less than ten minutes.

MovinG forWArd: i crEAtEd A PAGE, noW 
WHAt do i do?

invite supporters to become a fan of your page 

search your friends through the facebook  

search box 

Provide a link to your facebook page on your 

website to invite others to become a fan

Upload photos

share links to news articles or blogs

create an event and invite your fans

send out a message (an email) to your fans

Post comments on specific issues that affect your 

organization

comment on other facebook users comments to 

contribute to conversations

Appendix: social Media – What, Why and how?

AdvAncEd APPlicAtions Do you have a twitter? 

Do you want to place it on your fan page to allow 

others to see what you’re tweeting or even entice 

them to follow both? click below for step-by-step 

instructions on how to place twitter on your facebook.

http://www.ajvaynerchuk.com/how-to-link-twitter-to-

facebook-a-twitter-tutorial/

WWW.tWittEr.coM

WHAt? twitter is a sort of mini-blog that allows users 

to send a message to followers explaining what is 

going on within 140 characters or less.

WHy? twitter is an easy way to effortlessly spread 

information to supporters. include a quick background 

to the purpose of your tweet (message) and then 

place a link to your site, an article, video, picture, etc. 

the message not only gets spread to your supporters 

but to their friends as well when they pass it on.

HoW? signing up for an account on twitter is easy. 

simply visit www.twitter.com and click on the sign Up 

button. enter the required information and click 

“create My Account”. All you have to do is verify your 

email address by clicking a link sent to you in an email 

and you’re ready to “tweet”.

MovinG forWArd: i crEAtEd An Account, noW 
WHAt do i do?

invite supporters to follow you

Provide a link on your website to invite others to 

follow you

Learn the symbols and etiquette on repeating 

others tweets and start tweeting!
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tWittEr syMBol GuidE

@ - this is to refer to a person or their post. For 

example, @artservemi would refer to the twitter page 

for artservemi

rt - this is for re-tweet. this is a way of passing on 

what someone else has already said. example: rT @

LetsSaveMich: Multiplicity of the Arts and the Health 

of a City: importance of the arts to our cities.... http://

bit.ly/092Sma9

# - (also known as a hash tag) this is used to tag an 

event or keyword. every tweet that includes #arts will 

be included in a search related to arts.

tiny url - When directing followers to a website, the 

link is usually too long to place in your tweet with a 

message. to shorten a link for free, go to http://tinyurl.

com/ and paste your original link into their site.  

A small link will be generated for you to place in  

your tweet.

ExAMPlE tWEEts

Arts officially at the decision-making table in MI 

- part of the solution, not the problem! Nice 

article/video @wilxTv http://bit.ly/1tdhxX

rT @LetsSaveMich: Multiplicity of the Arts and the 

Health of a City: importance of the arts to our 

cities.... http://bit.ly/092Sma9

Appendix: social Media – What, Why and how?

WWW.youtuBE.coM

WHAt? Youtube is the number one hub for online 

video hosting. Whether it is a professionally produced 

five minute video to raise awareness for cancer or a 

three minute video from a cell phone explaining why 

you should vote for a certain candidate, Youtube is 

the place to house your organization’s videos.

WHy? Uploading a video to Youtube places your 

video within a global search engine that can spread 

your video beyond your usual supporters. Users 

create an organization’s own dedicated channel 

allowing supporters to subscribe, alerting them when 

new videos are posted. Additionally, it allows users to 

comment on videos continuing the conversation from 

the video. Finally, one of the most useful tools 

Youtube offers is providing a link to embed the video 

in your own website or email turning your 

organization into multimedia professionals.

HoW? creating an account is easy. enter the required 

information and start uploading your video content. 

capturing video is done through video cameras, cell 

phones, webcams, etc. there are no expectations; all 

that matters is the content of the message.

liMitAtions Youtube places a limit on video’s to 

upload making the maximum time limit of ten minutes 

per video. however, you can always split a video into 

two segments and upload separately if needed.

AdditionAl rEsourcEs

Youtube for nonprofits, http://www.youtube.com/t/

ngo_tips

Youtube handbooks, http://www.youtube.com/t/yt_

handbook_home

see3.net has prepared an hour-long walkthrough of 

all Youtube has to offer nonprofits, http://www.see3.

net/youtube-for-nonprofits/

the link guides you

@wilxtv refers to the twitter page of the news outlet

rt @LetssaveMich means that i am passing on 

something LetssaveMich already said
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WWW.flickr.coM

WHAt? Flickr is an online photo sharing site that 

allows users to upload images for free.

WHy? Users can create photo albums and edit 

individual photos (crop, rotate, reduce red eye, etc.). 

Appendix: social Media – What, Why and how?

there is also an option that allows users to place a 

flag on a map that shows viewers where each photo 

was taken. Flickr allows you to easily circulate photos 

taken at events and even purchase hard copies or 

other merchandise featuring your photos.

HoW? creating an account is simple. visit www.flickr.

com and enter the required personal information to 

create an account. Once completed, uploading photos 

is easy as directions are included on the site.

Appendix: Free e-tools for nonprofits

there are a multitude of free e-tools that are floating 

around in cyberspace that can help make life easier 

for nonprofits. Many are easy to find as they are 

readily utilized and others are buried as they have just 

been created. the following tools are just a few that 

we have found useful in our advocacy efforts.

conduit – www.conduit.com – Allows users to create 

a free community toolbar which supporters can 

download from your homepage or a link in an email. 

the toolbar is identical to a google or Yahoo toolbar 

that almost everyone already has attached to their 

web browser. 

Benefits

includes a link for supporters to download  

your toolbar.

includes your organization’s logo and links to  

your website.

Action alerts – user enters action alert in the back 

end of the conduit site and a small box containing 

the alert pops up when your supporters open their 

web browser.

Links your twitter, facebook and other social media 

accounts to the toolbar allowing supporters to 

follow your tweets and facebook updates without 

having to go to each site.

Links a blog or news articles to your toolbar. 

covEritlivE – www.coveritlive.com – Allows users to 

create free live blogs on your own website. enter the 

required information to sign up and simply schedule a 

time and date for your live blog. the site provides the 

html code for you to embed within your website so 

you can have a live blog directly on your site for free!

Overall its an entire  

site within an easy-to-  

use toolbar.
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ProcAstEr – http://livestream.com/procaster/ – 

have a webcam or a video camera that is linked to 

your computer? Why not show it live instead of 

passing on a recording? Procaster provides your 

organization with a free, live or recorded, online tv 

station. You can create live streaming video by 

creating an account and channel and 

downloading their desktop 

application. After that, just 

embed the procaster 

window into your 

browser, with the 

provided code, and 

your homepage is 

equipped with live 

video that includes a 

chat option.

GooGlE docs – www.docs.google.com – google 

offers a large array of free e-tools that can benefit any 

organization. One of the most useful is google Docs 

where you can create and edit web-based documents, 

spreadsheets and presentations. these files can be 

accessed from any computer 

and can also be shared 

with people you 

choose. All you 

need is a google 

account, 

which is free, 

and you can 

start utilizing 

these materials.

Appendix: social Media – What, Why and how?

PuBlicdruM – http://publicdrum.org – Publicdrum is 

a free online calendar tool that allows you to enter 

events into a calendar that can be embedded in your 

site. somewhat like twitter and facebook, Publicdrum 

allows you to follow other organizations registered on 

the site to gather your calendar and the calendars of 

multiple organizations onto one simple calendar that 

can be embedded into your website. either enter your 

event information and post the calendar to your site 

or go further by searching for participating 

organizations in your area to 

follow their calendars  

as well.

For example, if 

Artserve Michigan 

was following 

Americans for the 

Arts – every event 

entered by AFtA 

would show up on 

Artserve’s calendar 

without any effort wasted on 

inputting information. going further, if AFtA edited an 

event that edit would automatically be updated on 

Artserve’s calendar.

online video Explanation 

“How Publicdrum can help you” (5 min): http://

publicdrum.org/edu/videos/Whatif/Whatif.html 

“Why a service like Publicdrum is needed.” (10 min): 

http://publicdrum.org/edu/videos/intro1/intro1.html

“How to implement a Community Calendar.” (15 

min): http://publicdrum.org/edu/videos/cc/cc.html

Have a webcam or a  

video camera that is linked  

to your computer?

Google offers a large array 

of free e-tools that can 

benefit any organization.

One simple calendar  

that can be embedded into 

your website
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Appendix: 
the creative industries in Michigan 2010 

this creative industries report offers  
a research-based approach to 
understanding the scope and economic 
importance of the arts in Michigan.  
the creative industries are composed 
of arts businesses that range from 
non-profit museums, symphonies, and 

theaters to for-profit film, architecture, and advertising 
companies. Arts businesses and the creative people  
they employ stimulate innovation in today’s global 
marketplace.

nationally, there are 668,267 businesses in the U.s. 
involved in the creation or distribution of the arts. they 
employ 2.9 million people, representing 4.05 percent of 

all businesses and 2.18 percent of all employees, 
respectively. the source for these data is Dun & 
Bradstreet, the most comprehensive and trusted source 
for business information in the U.s.

As of January 2010, Michigan is home to 20,737 arts-
related businesses that employ 77,946 people. these 
arts-centric businesses play an important role in building 
and sustaining economic vibrancy. they employ a 
creative workforce, spend money locally, generate 
government revenue, and are a cornerstone of tourism 
and economic development. the map below provides a 
clear picture of the creative industries in Michigan, with 
each dot representing an arts-centric business.

http://www.americansforthearts.org/information_services/research/services/creative_industries/default.asp
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