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Art Advocate Award 

Informational Cheat Sheet

Why should I give an advocacy award?

· Like it or not, one of the many jobs an art teacher must do in order to keep and promote a strong visual arts program is to advocate for themselves.  One very powerful way to advocate for your program is to publicly thank those who have supported you.  When an individual, business or group is recognized for their advocacy efforts, chances are they will be inclined to continue doing so, and in turn may encourage others to do the same.

Who can I give an award to?

· Any business, group or individual who contributes to your program in a meaningful way through donation of materials, time or money is a good place to start.  Remember that framing company that donated all of their scrap mat board?  Did your school board president swing over to the opening reception of your spring art show and spend time bragging about your program to parents?  Oh, and don’t forget the PTA group that helped you buy those new shelves for your old kiln!

How do I do it?

· You can enter your business, group or individual’s name  and your school information* into the PDF form certificate attached and print it out.  It’s up to you how you present the certificate, but doing it publicly when possible is always nice.  Ask the group or individual to attend a board meeting and get on the agenda to present your award to them, or put it in an inexpensive frame and present it at a volunteers banquet or awards assembly that your school might host.

· A perk of entering this information into this PDF certificate is that your identification of advocacy efforts will be recorded and counted towards participation in Youth Arts Month. (this perk is still in the works to iron out the specifics)

What’s the press release for and how do I use it?

· A modifiable PDF version of a press release is made available for your use in addition to awarding the certificate.  You may rework it to suit your needs with ease and then send it on to your local school newsletter, district web page, or local newspaper.  Good news is always desirable! 

