Confirmed Keynote Speakers for 2009 Conference:  November 5-8th
Mike Venezia: Author & Illustrator of the book series:   “Getting to Know the World's Greatest Artists”  
Mike recently retired from his job of 33 years as Executive Art Director and Vice President at Chicago's largest advertising agency, Leo Burnett Company, so that he can work full time on his books and videos. He started his writing career back in 1978, when he authored and illustrated books for Childrens Press (Grolier/Scholastic). He has always had great support from his wife, Jeannine, son and daughter, Mike and Elizabeth, and even his dog, Bear. You can see them in cartoons on the back cover of many of his books. He hopes to finish up his artist series with about another dozen books, expand his composer book series, and turn out at least another dozen animated videos. Getting to Know the World's Greatest Artists is Childrens Press' #1 Best Selling trade book series, and is a top seller in school and library sales. 
For more information please visit www.mikevenezia.com
 Ken Vieth:  

An artist and master teacher with 33 years of classroom experience working with students at the secondary level. He is a frequent presenter at state and national art conferences and has authored over 60 articles published in the School Arts magazine. Ken is also the author of two resource books, From Ordinary to Extraordinary Art and Design Problem Solving and Engaging the Adolescent Mind Through Visual Problem Solving, as well as being the co-author of the new textbook entitled The Visual Experience. All works are published by Davis Publications, Worcester, MA.

Ken’s mixed-media sculptures are in private collections in the United States, Canada and Great Britain.

Ken Vieth is the recipient of fellowships from the Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation, Princeton University, and a Christa McAlluffe Fellowship in New Jersey. He has consistently received outstanding evaluations from those who attend his inspiring, thought-provoking and highly practical presentations that have enabled him to develop his educational work in visual problem solving.

See this website for more information:  http://www.ber.org/onsite/bio.cfm?CR=TAV 

Lee Sandstead:
Lee Sandstead has to be world's most fired-up art historian.  And of all the things that you could say about him, the most important is that he loves art. With "the help of a beautiful French woman," he discovered art in his early 20s, and ever since, he has been on one amazing art adventure after another. 

Lee has developed a national reputation as an exciting and dramatic speaker and has expressed his passion for art at over 50 major institutions including: Harvard, Yale, New York University and The Metropolitan Museum of Art

He is also one of America's most-celebrated photographers of art, and his photography has been published in countless books and publications, including: "The New York Times"; "Fortune"; "Ms."; "Preservation Magazine"; and "Style 1900."  Most recently, his collection of photography of over 1,300 American mausoleums is being donated to Columbia University's architecture library. This collection shows that Lee has literally traveled where no other art historian has traveled before.

Lee received his B.A. in Philosophy/B.S. in Mass Communication from Middle Tennessee State University in December 1996, where he also received the prestigious award for Outstanding Magazine Journalism Graduate. He has studied art history in the University of Memphis' graduate program, and most recently, in the art-history doctoral program at the Graduate Center of the City University of New York. Lee taught art history at Montclair State University from 2001 to 2007.

Learn more about Lee Sandstead, visit www.sandstead.com andhttp://www.travelchannel.com/TV_Shows/Art_Attack

Guerrilla Girls:

The Guerrilla Girls are a group of radical feminist artists established in New York City in 1985, known for using creative posters to promote women and people of color in the arts. Their first work was putting up posters on the streets of New York decrying the gender and racial imbalance of artists represented in galleries and museums. Over the years they expanded their activism to examine Hollywood and the film industry, popular culture, gender stereotyping and corruption in the art world.

Get more info at http://www.guerrillagirls.com/ 







